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The Council of Jerusalem, 49 AD

“This letter is from the aPostles and elders, your brothers in Jerusalem. It is written to the Gentile
believers in Antioch, Syria, and Cilicia. Greetings!

We understand that some men from here have troubled you and uPset you with their teaching, but
we did not send them! So, we decided, having come to complete agreement, to send you official
representatives, along with our beloved Barnabas and Paufwho have risked their lives for the name
OFPO Lord Jesus Christ. We are senoling Judas and Silas to confirm what we have decided

co ceminggour c]uestion.

For it seemed good to the Holg SPirit and to us to %’:9 no greater burden on you than these few
requirements: You must abstain from ea‘cin% food offered to idols, from consuming blood or the
meat of s’cranglecl animals, and from sexua immoralitg. hcgou do this, you will do well. Farewell.”

The messengers went at once to Antioch, where tl'\eg called a Eeneral mee’cing of the believers and
delivered the letter. And there was grea‘cjog throughout the church that clag as theg read this
encouraging message. Acts 15:22-7]



After Paul and Barnabas returned to Antioch from the Council of Jerusalem, Paul suggested
they revisit the churches they had planted in Galatia. Barnabas liked the idea and suggested
they bring his cousin, John Mark, along again.

This led to a heated argument. They later reconciled. Barnabas joined Paul in Corinth (1 Cor.
9:6) and John Mark became a valued member of Paul’s team (Col. 4:10; 2 Tim. 4:11; Phil. 1:24).
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The result was that Barnabas and John Mark sailed for Cyprus and Paul chose Silas
, to accompany him on his second missionary journey. Like Paul, Silas was a Roman
citizen. Paul and Silas set off on the Roman road to Galatia via the Cilician Gates.
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On this journey, Paul brought along the letter from the apostles and
elders in Jerusalem to verlfy his teachings. S|Ias served as a living

lconium, 19t ¢!
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PAUL'S 2ND MISSION JOURNEY |
CA. 49 - 52 AD

2800 MILES

OUTWARD-BOUND JOURNEY
Antioch
Derbe
Lystra
lconium
Antioch in Pisidia
Troas
Neapolis
Philippi
Thessalonica
Berea
Athens
Corinth (18 months)
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Antioch %
In Pisidia
Galatia
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Derbe

Antioch

RETURN JOURNEY _,
Ephesus
Rhodes
Caesarea Maritima (port)
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At Lystra, a young man named Timothy joined Paul and Silas. When Paul was stoned and left for dead on his first visit to R
Lystra, Timothy, his mother Eunice, and his grandmother Lois, came to Paul's aid.

ung clisciple named Timothg. His

Paul went first to Derbe and then to LF(jstra, where there was a yo

mother was a Jewish believer, but his father was a Greek. Timot y was well thouglﬂt of by the
believers in Lystra and Iconium, so Paul wanted him tojoin them on theirjourneg. Acts 16:1-5




Paul tells us about the challenges he faced on his journeys...

During my many travels, | have been in Aangcr from rivers, robbers, my own
People) and foreigners. My life has been in danger in cities, in deserts, at sea,
and with People who onlg Pretencled to be the Lord's followers. 27d Cor. 11:26
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To offset some of the perils, they may have joined caravans.
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N After visiting Derbe and Lystra, they moved on to Iconium and

Antioch in Pisidia. Then Paul decided to continue west.

They headed towards Byzantium (today Istanbul) - intending

to travel through Bithynia — but something stopped them.
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Next Paul and Silas traveled through the area
of Phr gja and Galatia, because the Holg
SPirit ad Prevented them from Preaching
the word in the Province of Asia at that time.

Then coming to the borders of Mysia, theg
headed north for the province ofﬂ Bithynia,
but again, the SPirit oEJesus did not allow
them to go there. So instead, theg went on
through Mgsia to the seaport of Troas.

Acts 16:6-8

Bartolomeo Montagna

LEADERSHIPLIVES.COM
Saint Paul - c.1482




Troas (Troy) was an important port like Thessalonica, Corinth and Ephesus. It was an ancient
kingdom where the beautiful Helen triggered the Trojan War celebrated in Homer's lliad.
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A man from Macedonia in
northern Greece was stancling
there, Pleaclin with him, “Come
over to Macedonia and helP us!”

So, we decided to leave for
Macedonia at once, having
concluded that God was ca”ing
us to Preach the Good News
there.

Acts 16:9-10
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= -c'\—??\; We boarded a boat at Troas and sailed straight across to the island of Samothrace, and
= the next dag we landed at Neapolis. From there we reached Philil:)l:)i, a major city of that
district of Macedonia and a Roman colong. And we stagecl there several clags.
Acts 16:11 - 12
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They met a business-woman named Lydia. |
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On the Sabbath we went a little way outside the cty to a riverbank, where we
thouglﬂt PeoPle would be meeting for prayer, and we sat down to speak with
some women who had gatherecl ’E%:ere. One of them was Lgclia from Thgatira, a
merchant of exPensiVC Purple clotl’), who worsl*)ipecl God. As she listened to
us, the Lord oPenecl her heart, and she acceptecl what Paul was saging. She
and her household were baPtizecl, and she asked us to be her guests. “If you
agree that | am a true believer in the Lord,” she said, “come an stay at my

home.” And she urgecl us until we agreed. Acts 16:13-15
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Lydia and her household were Paul's first
converts to Christianity in Europe.
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Years later, from a prison in Rome, Paul wrote to

thank the Philippians for their exceptional
generosity...

It was goocl of you to help me when | was
having such a hard time. My friends at
Philippi, you remember what it was like when
| started Preaching the good news in
Macedonia. After | leftﬁwere, you were the
onlg church that became my Partner bg
gving blessings and 139 receiving them in
return. Even when | was in Thessalonica,
you helpecl me more than once.

Phil 414 — 16

LEADERSHIPLIVES.COM Interior of a Roman-era home.
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One dag as we were going down to the Place of Praffr, we met a slave Firl who had a sPirit that enabled
in

gFortunes. She followed Paul and

her to te” the Future. She eamecl a Iot oF money 1Cor er masters bﬁ tel
God, and theg have come to tell you

the rest of us, shouting, “These men are servants of the Most Hig
how to be saved.”
¥ This went on dag after d39 until Paul got so exasperatecl that he turned and said to the demon within her,
“l command you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And instantlg it left her. Acts 16:16-18
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Her masters’ hopes of wealth were now shattered) SO theg grabbecl Paul and Silas and clraggecl them
before the authorities at the marketplace. “The whole citg IS 1IN an uproar because of these Jews!” theg
shouted to the citg officials. “Theg are teaching customs that are i”egal for us Romans to Practice.”

A mob cluicklg formed against Paul and Silas, and the city officials ordered them striPPed and beaten
with wooden rods. Theﬁ were severelg beaten, and then the%, were thrown into Prison. Thejailer was

ordered to make sure t ey didrt escape. So, thejailer put them into the inner dungeon and claml:)ecl

their feet in the stocks. Acts 16:19-24




Around midnight Paul and Silas were Praging and singinkg hgmns to God, and the other l:)risoners
2 were |istening. Sudclenlg, there was a massive earthclua e, and the Prison was shaken to its
7 ‘_'s""qj foundations. All the doors immediate|9 Hew open, and the chains of every Prisoner fell off! The

o~

A jailer woke up to see the prison doors wide open. He assumed the Prisoncrs had escaped, s0 he
W ~drew his sword to kill himself. But Paul shouted to him, “Stol:)! Dor't kill 9ourse|1cl We are all here!”

The iailer called for lights and ran to the dungeon and fell down trcmbling before Paul and
Silas. Then he brougét them out and asked, “Sirs, what must | do to be saved?” Acts 16:25-30
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Theg rePliecl, “Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved, along with

everyone in your household.” And theg shared the word of the Lord with him
and with all who lived in his household.

Even at that hour of the night, the jailer cared for them and washed their
wounds. Then he and everyone in his household were imme&iatelg baPtizecl.

He brought them into his house and set a meal before them) and he and his
entire household rejoiced because theg all believed in God.

The next morning the cit? officials sent the police to tell thzjailer, “| et those
men go!” So, thejailer told Paul, “The city officials have sai you and Silas are

free to leave. Go'in Peace.” Acts 16:31-3




But, as a Roman citizen, Paul demanded a public apology from city officials. He and Silas
returned to Lydia's house to recover and to continue to encourage believers. Then they
set off on the Via Egnatia for Greece's second largest port, Thessalonica, 100 miles west.
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Paul and Silas then traveled through the towns of Amphipolis and APo”onia and came to
Thessalonica, where there was a Jewish synagogue. Acts 1/:1
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As was Paul’s custom, he wentto B = =——
the synagogle service, and for = '“—%ﬁ;ﬁ% ——
three Sai%)batlﬂs in a row he used =— SV e————
the Scriptures to reason with the = e =
People. He explained the =L éf,.———_ N A g B 174 =
Prol:)hecics and Provecl that the =1 =Dl e : st e 2
Messiah must suffer and rise from Tiowa il G W) e :
the dead. He said, “This Jesus 'm [ ey ) LR . 3':“ Ll Hio i
tellinggou about is the Messiah.” & SRR VS o B

And some of them were Eersuaclecl
and threw in their lot with Paul and

Silas, as well as both a large | —— = ////

complement of Greek worshiplaers /_?——: =
and not a few of the most _
Prominent women. = — —
=—— ++— ———— =
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Following a now familiar pattern, some people were jealous and organized troublemakers to form a mob and start a
riot. They attacked the home where Paul and Silas were staying.

That very night the believers sent Paul and Silas to Berea. When theg arrived there, theg went to
the Jewish synagogue. And the People of Berea were more ol:)en~mincﬂed than those in
Thessalonica, and they listened eagerlg to Paul’s message. Tl’weg searched the ScriPtures clag
after day to see if Pau?and Silas were teaching the trutl:% As a result, many Jews believecl, as did
many the Prominent Greek women and men.

Byt when some Jews in Thessalonica learned that Paul was Preaching the word of God in Berea,
Cl(:) went there and stirred up trouble. The believers acted at once, sencling Paul on to the coast,
while

Silas and Timothg remained behind.

Those escorting Paul went with him all the way to Athens; then tlﬂeg returned to Berea with
instructions for Silas and Timo’chg to hurrg ancljoin him.

Acts 17:10-15

LEADERSHIPLIVES.COM



While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, he was cleeplg troubled bg all the
idols he saw everjjwhere in the citg. He went to the sgna%ogue to reason

with the Jews and the God-fearin Gentiles, and he spoke clailg in the
Public square to all who haPPene to be there. Acts 17:16-17




Thelg brought Paul before a coundil called the Areopagus, and said) “Tell us what your new teaching ‘
is all about. We have heard you say some strange things, and we want to know what you mean.”

More than angthing else the People of Athens and the Foreigners living there loved to hear and to
talk about angthing new. Acts 17:19-21
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And Paul said,

This God made the world and

evergthing init. He is Lord of heaven
and earth, and he doesn't live in

temples built bg human hands.

He doesn't need help from anyone.
He gjves life, breath, and evergthing
else to all People.

From one person God made a”
nations who live on earth, and he
decided when and where every

nation would be.

Acts 17:24-26

Raphael
Paul Preaching in Athens, ca. 1515
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When Paul left the council
meeting, some of the men
Put their faith in the Lord
and went with Paul. One
of them was a council
member named Diongsius.
A woman named Damaris
and several others also
Put their faith in the Lord.
Acts 17:55-54

Then Paul left Athens and
went to Corinth. Acts 18]

Raphael, Study for Paul Preaching in Athens, ca. 1515
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Like Philippi and Antio man colony. \
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Fifty miles west of Athens, Corinth was strategically
situated on a 5-mile land bridge between two ports and

enter of commercial success and influence.
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One mght the Lord spoke to Paul
in a vision and told h:m “Don’t be
afraid! Speak out! Don’t be
silent! For | am with ou, and no
one will attack and harm you, for
many People in this cit belong to
me.” S0, Paul staged there for the
next year and a halF teachmg the

word of God. Acts 18:9-11
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In Corinth, Paul met fellow tentmakers, Aquila and Priscilla,
who had recently arrived in Corinth from Rome. For a year
and a half, they lived together and worked together.

Each Sabbath found Paul at the synagogue,
trying to convince the Jews and Greeks

alike. And after Silas and Timothg came down
from Macedonia, Paul spent all his time Preaching
the word. He testified to the Jews that Jesus was
the Messiah. But when theg opposecl and
insulted him, Paul shook the dust from his clothes

and saicl, “Your blood is upon F)our own heads—]
am innocent. From now on | wil g0 Preach to the
Gentiles.”

Acts 18:4-6

Il Guercino, 17t c. - Saint Paul LEADERSHIPLIVES.COM




From Corinth, Paul wrote letters of encourage-
ment to the new believers in Thessalonica.

...you have become an example to all
the believers in Greece-throughout
both Macedonia and Achaia.

And now the word of the Lord is ringing
out from you to People eve:?where,

even begoncl Macedonia an Achaia,
for wherever we go we find People
te”ing us about your faith in God. We
dor’t need to tell them about it for
theg keep ta”a'ng about the wonderful
welcome you gave us and how you
turned away érom idols to serve the
living and true God. 1 Thess. 1.7-9

LEADERSHIPLIVES.COM Il Guercino 17th c., Saint Paul
Metropolitan Museum of Art
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Paul flnaIIy said good -bye to the brothers and sisters in Corinth and went to the nearby port of

Cenchrea.

There he shaved his head accordmg to Jewish custom, markm%, the end of a
vow. Then he set sail for Sgrla takmg Prnscx”a ancl Aquxla with him. Acts 18:18
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Points to Ponder about Paul's Second Journey

Did Barnabas and John Mark return to Cyprus to deliver a copy of Mark’s gospel to Sergius
Paulus who had sparked Mark’s project by asking thoughtful questions?

How did the Spirit “prevent” Paul and his companions from going to Bithynia? Could it have
been an earthquake?

Why might the Spirit have prevented Paul and his companions from going to Byzantium /
Constantinople / Istanbul? (3 names for the same place).

The squabble between Paul and Barnabas demonstrates that Paul was a human being with
flaws — he had a temper. He also vastly underestimated the value of what John Mark did -
recording Peter’s eyewitness accounts of Jesus. What can we learn from that?

Paul was adamant that they needed a team of three people for these missions. Why do you
think that was?
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