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"MASSACHUSETTS LED THE THIRTEEN COLONIES...; 
...BOSTON LED MASSACHUSETTS...; 
...SAMUEL ADAMS LED BOSTON."

James K. Hosmer, 1885
SA M UE L ADA M S
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Sam Adams was born in Boston in September 
1722. He excelled at Boston Latin School, 
graduated from Harvard, and spent three years 
polishing his writing and speaking skills while 
studying for a master's degree in law and 
government at Harvard.
 
For his thesis he chose to argue "Whether it be 
lawful to resist the supreme magistrate, if the 
commonwealth cannot otherwise be preserved."

With extraordinary foresight and courage, he 
told a panel of senior Royal officials the answer 
was "Yes."

Adams then published a pamphlet, Englishmen's 
Rights. For the rest of his life, he fought for the 
principles he held dear ς liberty and freedom.
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Adams' great great grandfather, brew-master 
Henry Adams, arrived in Massachusetts in 
1634 with his wife, daughter, and eight sons. 

When his father died in 1746, Sam Adams 
inherited Henry's brewery.

LeadershipLives.com 4/62



Sam's family, like other Puritans, had been chased out of England 
for religious beliefs that differed from the official doctrine of the 
Church of England. 

In 1807, Sam's second cousin, John Adams wrote, "I have always 
laughed at the affectation of representing American independence 
as a novel idea. . . The idea of it . . . has been familiar to Americans 
from the first settlement of the country, and was as well understood 
by Governor Winthrop in 1675, as by Governor Samuel Adams. . . 

The homes of early settlers 
recreated at Plimouth Plantation.
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Despite the clarity of Sam's interest in government and civil rights, his path meandered. 
Like others in the top of his class at Harvard, he intended to be a minister. His father, 
noting his gifts, wanted him to be a lawyer. His mother overruled both and decreed he 
should go into business in which he was uninterested and proved inept.
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While working in the business office of prominent 
merchant, Thomas Cushing, Sr., Adams founded a 
newspaper with friends and organized a club to write 
political essays. 

Using a number of aliases - a favorite was "Vindex," a 
Roman governor who loved freedom - Adams wrote 
letters to newspapers and developed a reputation for 
his clever, well-reasoned perspective. 

In 1742, when Thomas Cushing, Sr. was elected Speaker 
of the Massachusetts House of Representatives, a door 
opened for Sam Adams to get involved in local 
government.
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Sam married Elizabeth Checkley in 1749. She died in 
childbirth in 1757, leaving Sam with six-year-old, Samuel, 
and one-year-old, Hannah. Six years later, Sam Adams 
married Elizabeth Wells. They did not have children.

This 1933 photo of Paul Revere's house provides an idea 
of what Adams' world may have looked like.

19th century historian Samuel A. Drake described Adams' 
home as "a two-story wooden house, fronting on the 
street; at the back was an L, and in the rear a small 
garden." The house was standing as late as 1820.

LeadershipLives.com

Paul Revere House, LOC

8/62



From 1763 to 1765, Adams served as a tax collector 
and got to know a broad swath of fellow 
Bostonians. 

From talking to neighbors in their homes, he 
understood that in an economy based largely on 
self-sufficiency and bartering, people didn't have 
money to pay taxes.
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In 1765, seeking a way to cover the cost of the Seven Years 
War, a novice king and a power-hungry aristocrat, Charles 
Townshend, decided to tax the colonists. They called it the 
Stamp Act.

With no sense of the powder-keg he was about to ignite, 
Townshend asked the House of Commons, "And now, will 
these American children, planted by our care, nourished up
by our indulgence to a degree of strength and opulence, 
and protected by our arms, grudge to contribute their mite 
to relieve us from the heavy burden under which we lie?"
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Isaac Barré, member of Parliament from Ireland, 
leaped to his feet to retort, 

"They planted by your care?                                       

No! Your oppressions planted them in America. 
They fled from your tyranny to a then uncultivated, 
unhospitable country, where they exposed 
themselves to almost all the hardships to which 
human nature is liable. . ."

Referring to the colonists as "SONS OF LIBERTY," Barré 
continued, 

"They nourished up by your indulgence? 

They grew by your neglect of them. . . 

They protected by your arms? 

They have nobly taken up arms in your defense. . ." Isaac Barré
by Gilbert Stuart
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In this 1783 British cartoon American troops (on the right) chase British soldiers on the left. 
In the center, a tea pot explodes fueled by paper taxed by the Stamp Act.

When news of the Stamp Act reached Boston, the Loyalist Chief Justice of the Royal Courts, 
Thomas Hutchinson, announced the tax was now law and it was pointless to debate the issue.

In response, rioters ransacked Hutchinson's mansion in Boston's North End ς he and his family 
barely escaped - and hanged in effigy his friend, Stamp Act enforcer, Andrew Oliver.
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In 1761, Parliament set off a firestorm in the colonies 
when they passed the "writs of assistance" a measure 
that allowed customs officials to invade homes and 
businesses to search for smuggled goods.

Now, colonists from Massachusetts to Georgia were 
enraged. They embraced Barré's term, "SONS OF LIBERTY" 
and rapidly organized to respond to British overreach. 

Boston's town meetings were held at Faneuil Hall ς 
"the hotbed of sedition," according to a Loyalist. 

Sam Adams emerged as the leader of colonial 
resistance.

Faneuil Hall
The Cradle of LibertyLeadershipLives.com 13/62



The Boston chapter of the SONS OF LIBERTY met at the 
Green Dragon Tavern on Union Street, a few steps 
from Faneuil Hall. Equidistant from Paul Revere's 
home in the North End and Sam Adams' home on 
Purchase Street on the Boston waterfront.

On the map, G marks Faneuil Hall
Green Dragon Tavern
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In late September 1765, a Boston town meeting elected 

Sam Adams to the Massachusetts Legislature. 

For the next ten years ς until he was elected to the 

Continental Congress - Adams was a fixture at the Old 

State House.

Old State House
State Street, Boston, MA
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From the moment Sam Adams walked in the door, he was a powerhouse in the Assembly. His only peer 
was gifted orator, James Otis, who is credited with coining the term, "NO TAXATION WITHOUT REPRESENTATION." 
But where Otis was erratic, Adams was "persistent, undeviating and sanity itself" in the words of biographer, 
James Hosmer, who added, in speech, Adams was "straightforward and sensible."
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