
A MARINER’S TALE

THE CIVIL WARYEARS



George  and Rosal ie  Riley Pr ice  
were  a young couple , a lone in 
a fore ign l and, but they did 
have some strong suppor t:

The Navy  Yard

Fai th 

The Free Masons 

And the ir  love for each other.



George Pr ice bought  th i s  
B ib le  in  New York in 1850 
before set t ing  ou t  on a  4 -
year cr ui se aboard  the 
U.S . Coast al  Sur vey  
Schooner Morr i s .



Among the pages of George 
Pr ice ’s  B ible are  snippets of  a 

love  story.

‘Twas not by cunning trick, Love,

Of thine, nor subtle art,

But by thy gentle words, Love,

You won my doting heart.



And a hear tbreaking reminder o f the loss of  a beloved child.



From 1853 – 1882, George  met iculously recorded  in hi s  Bible  his  
marriage , the  bir ths , and somet imes deaths , o f his  children and  
an unsuccessful at tempt at  adopt ion.



Whe n Mar y E l i zabeth 
Pr ice was born  Apr i l  24 , 
1860 , the young  f ami l y  
was  l i v in g  a t  30 John  S t . , 
Brook ly n, a  b lock f rom 
the  busy water f ron t .



By Februar y 18 , 1865 , 
when  the i r  next  c hi ld , 
George Joseph Pr i ce , was  
born, t hey  had  purc hased  a  
two-s tor y, wood- f rame 
home a t  12 Adelphi  St reet  
– a  f ew s teps  f rom the 
Navy  Yard . They l i ved  
the re un t i l  t he  mid-1890s .

Ima g e : S im i l a r  ho me s  f rom  
t he  e r a  i n  th e  F or t G re e ne  
ne i gh bo rho od .



L ike other me mbe rs  o f 
h i s  f am i ly, George jo ined 
the  Freemasons  – a  
f ra te rna l  or gan iz at ion  
des i gne d to  prov ide  
mutua l  support .

Ima g e : Fre ema so ns ’  Ha l l , 
Lo nd on - a  Ma son i c  
mee t ing  p l ace  s ince  17 75 .



In Brook lyn, George  became an ac ti ve member  of the 
Masons. The Masonic Temple  is  on Clermont Street. 



By 1853, George had  spe nt  
a  lo t  o f  t ime a t  sea  and had  
learned the pa ins t ak ing  
wor k o f  sur vey ing.

Schooners , l i ke  the Morr i s ,
were  the U.S. Navy ’s  
wor khorses  in the f i rs t  ha l f 
o f  t he 19 th cen tur y be fore 
s team eng ine s came in to  
wide use .

According  to  h i s  grand -
daugh ter, A l i ce Pr ice  
Morre l l , Ge or ge  d id  some 
o f  the ear l y  survey ing  o f 
t he  Amazon Rive r.



1853  – 1857

In l a te De cember 1853 , Ge or ge  
re-en l i s te d on the US  S te am er 
Cor win for  anothe r coas t sur vey 
that  wrapped up  a t  the  end  o f 
1856 . 

He was then  ordere d to  join  the 
U.S . Topogr aph ica l  Sur vey o f  
New York harbor.

On the Cor win , he learned  about  
the  Navy ’s newest te chno logy –
s ide-wheel  gunboat s. 

Powe red by s team, the se  ship s  
were  we l l - su i ted  to  r i ver  work .



I n the se cond ha l f  o f 1857 he  
vo lun teered  as  Th i rd Ass t. C iv i l  
Eng ineer on the “U. S. A tra to  
Exped i t ion.”

The e xped i t ion  e xp lore d the 
Atr ato  River on the I s thmus  o f 
Panama as  one of  t he possib le  
rou tes  for  a  cana l  between  the 
Atl an t i c  and Pac i f i c  oceans . 

The c ana l  was  bu i l t at  another 
s i t e  50 ye ar s l a ter.

He re turned to  New Yor k in  
May 1858.



Not  one to  s i t  a t home , Ge or ge  then  sa i l ed  to  and f rom 
San Franc i sco aboard  “merchantman” c l ipper  ship s .



Back in Brooklyn , George 
was  ass i gned to  U.S .S  
No r th  Caro l ina ( cen ter  
background) .

By the 1850s , t he 
ma jes t i c  wooden  
warsh ips  were be ing  
rep lac ed by i ron -c l ad , 
s t eam-dr iven  gunboat s .



L ike the USS I ndepende nce  at  Mare I s l and , USS  No r th  Caro l ina  
was used a t the Brooklyn  Navy  Yard  as  a  “rece iv ing”  sh ip. 
Enl i s t ees  for ma jor operat ions  were s t a tioned on  board  
whi le  the i r  sk i l l set s , and  the Nav y ’s  needs , were sor te d out .



I n l a te 1859, George Pr ice  s i gned on  wi th  the  U.S . Steamer 
I ro quoi s to  p rotect  U.S . c i t i z ens  dur ing  tu rmoi l  i n  I t a ly.



Whe n America ’s  Civ i l  War 
exp loded in Char les ton , SC , 
in  Apr i l  1861 , I ro quoi s was  
was  orde red to  return  to 
Brook ly n, in  George Pr ice ’s 
words , “ to  defe nd the 
Union ,”  I ro quoi s arr i ved  
home on  Ju l y  1 , 1861.

I ro quoi s was  the n ordered  to  
jo in  the Car ibbean Squadron 
to  b loc kade  Southe rn 
pr iva teers  in  the West 
I nd ies .



Pres ide nt  L inc oln ’s  
Secret ar y o f the Navy, 
G ide on  Wel les , was  
charged wi th 
imp lement ing  the Un ion’s  
nava l  s tr ateg y – t he  
Anaconda  P lan.



Dev ise d by Pres iden t  
L inco ln ’s  f i rs t gene ra l , 
Winf ie ld  Scot t, t he 
Anaconda  P lan was  
des i gne d to  st ar ve  the 
Confederacy by b lock ing  
access  to  r i vers  and  
harbors .



I n spr ing  1862 , I ro quoi s  was  orde red  to  jo in  F l ag  O ff i cer  Dav id  Farragut ’s  
43-sh ip assau l t on  New Orle ans  – gateway to  the M iss i s s ippi  R ive r. 

I n the dark  o f ni gh t  on Apr i l  24 th , Farragut ’s  Gul f  Squadron  a t t ac ked  Fort  
J ackson and  Fort  S t . Ph i l i p  and destroyed  most  o f the Con feder ac y ’s  sh ips . 
The fo l lowing  day, New Orleans  surrendered .







David  Glasgow Farr agu t  was  w ide ly  

ce le brated  for  the Civ i l  War’s  th re e 

great nava l  v i ctor ies : New Or leans , 

Apr i l  1862 , V icksburg , Apr i l  1863 , 

and Mob i le  Bay, August  1864 .

A fter hi s  mother die d, Farragu t was  

in forma l l y  adopted by David  D ixon 

Por te r ’s  f am i ly. A t  the age  o f nine , 

under  Com modore Por ter, Farr agu t  

ser ved in  the War o f  1812 . 

I n 1825, he was  appo in ted  a  

L ieutenant  in  the Nav y by Pres ide nt  

J ames  Monroe .



After hi s  tremendous  v i ctor y a t New Orleans , Farragut  was  
named Ame rica ’s  f i rs t Admira l  on  Ju l y  16 , 1862.



Over  the cour se  o f hi s  
career in the U.S . Nav y, 
George Pr ice was s tead i l y  
p romoted f rom se am an  
to, among other ro les , 
quar te r master, Master ’s 
Mate, yeoman  and, 
fo l lowing the Batt le  o f  
New Orleans , to  o f f i cer 
rank .



On Sep tember 20 , 1862, Re ar  
Admira l  Farragut  p rom oted 
George Pr i ce to  Act ing  Gunner 
on  the I ro quoi s .



To ce lebrate , George had hi s  f i rs t -eve r 
photo t aken .

Note the bars  on  h i s shou lders .



I n Novem ber  1862 , Sec ret ar y 
o f  t he Navy Gideon  Wel les  
con fi r med George Pr ice ’s  
appo intment  to  act ing  Gunner 
and ordered h im to  jo in  Rear 
Admira l  Dav id  D ixon  Por ter ’s  
Miss i s s ipp i  Squadron  a t  Ca i ro, 
I L .  



At Ca i ro, IL , two great r i vers  mer ge  –
the  Oh io  and the Miss i s sipp i .



David  D ixon  Por ter and  s ta f f  on f l agsh ip, USS Ben to n .



I n the 1820s , t he 
French re ndered  
wooden  warsh ips  
obso lete when  they  
inven te d nav al  guns  
capab le  o f  f i r in g  
exp los ive she l l s .



George Pr ice was ass i gned to  a  “m onster sh ip.”

The New  Yo rk  T imes descr ibed USS La fayette as  a  
“vas t i ron -c lad  f loa ting”  bat ter y. The sh ip was 
manne d by about 15  – 20 o ff i cers  and 100 sa i lors .



Bat tle  o f V ick sburg
USS  La fayette i s  r i gh t  behind  Por ter ’s  f l agsh ip, USS  Ben to n .



On Apr i l  22, 1863 , The New  
York  Ti mes ce le brated  the 
Miss i s s ipp i  Squadron ’s  
success  in  running  the  
rebe l  b a tt er ies  at  
V ick sburg .

“…the ver y bes t  i ron-
p l a ted  vesse l s  we have on  
t he  We stern  waters .”



On May 3 , 1863, Admira l  Dav id  Por te r  wrote to  
Gide on  Wel les , “…it  i s  w i th  gre at  p leasure tha t  I  
repor t  tha t  t he navy ho lds the door to  Vicksburg . 
Grand Gu l f i s the st ronges t  p l ac e on  the Miss i s sipp i .”



Whi le  runn ing  the “Rebel  
Bat te r ies”  a t Vick sburg  on  
the  n i gh t  o f  Apr i l  16 , 1863, 
George Pr ice was inju red .

He descr ibed i t  in  s imp le 
t erms , “I  rece ived  an  in ju r y 
on  the le f t wr i s t, caused by  
the  d i spl acem ent  o f  a  24 -
pound gun whi le  in action .”

I n June 1864, he was  g i ven  a  
f ur lough  to have hi s  forearm  
examined in  New Yor k. In  
Ju l y, he  re jo ined the 
La fayette .



His  arm  mangle d by the 
in jur y, showing  the e f fe cts  of  
ma lar i a , cons iderab ly  aged  by 
war, George Pr i ce p roud ly  
shows o f f hi s  of f i cer ’s  ha t  
with the go ld  b ra id  and  navy  
in s i gn i a .



At the end  of  t he C iv i l  War, he 

was  no longer  sea-wor thy. In  

J anuar y 1866, he se cured  an  

appo intment  on  the po l i ce  force 

o f  t he Brooklyn  Nav y Yard  and  

ser ved  unt i l  honorab ly  

d i schar ge d Ju ly  1 s t , 1881 .

Naval Hospital, Brooklyn Navy Yard.



Image: Operating Room at the 
Brooklyn Naval Hospital. 

Four and  a half years after 
he  was injured  at Vicksburg, 
Navy Yard physici an, Dr. 
Charles F. Giberson 
removed 15 smal l pieces of  
bone from hi s forearm.



The years ro ll ed along. The Brook l yn Eagle repor ted  there  was a 
“l arge assemblage” at the house on Adelphi St . when George  and 
Rosal ie ’s  oldest child, Emma, married in 1876.



By hi s  ac count , he “ the n 
secured an appoin tment as 
J ani tor o f  t he  U.S . Nava l  
Lyceum at  the New York 
Navy  Yard .*  

He ser ved un t i l  d i scharged 
August 10 th , 1889  for want  
of  f unds .”

* I n  th e  1 9 th  c e nt ur y, t he  
B ro ok lyn  N avy  Ya rd wa s  
co mmon ly  re f e r red  t o  a s  t he  
New  York  Navy  Ya rd .



COMMA NDA NT ’S  OFFICE

Th is  bui ld ing  housed the Nav y Yard ’s  “Lyceum” 
where George Pr ice ser ved as  Lib rar i an.



The Navy Yard’s Lyceum 
f unct ione d as a  hear ing  
room and as  a  museum.

On Januar y 4 , 1894 , the 
Brookly n  Eag le  repor ted  that  
the  Lyceum’s  nava l  re l i cs  had  
been  t rans f erre d to  the 
Smi thson ian  I n s ti t u te in 
Wash ington, D.C .



P lagued by the in ju ry  to hi s  
wr i s t , ma lar i a, and  increasing  
dea fness , in  1889 , George 
Pr ice spen t  t ime a t  the 
So ldie rs  &  Sai lors ’  Home in  
Bath, NY and app l ied  for a  
pension . 

One exam iner  wrote , 
“…his  long  ser v ice in the 
Navy  and in the B rooklyn  
Navy  Yard  wou ld ind ica te that 
he was  a  m an  o f  good 
character.”



I n 1889, work began in Brooklyn  
on  a  monument  to  honor the 
so ld iers  and sai lors  who ser ved 
in  the  C iv i l  War.

Freder ick Law Olmstead  and 
Ca lver t  Vaux, des i gners  o f  
Centra l  Park , c ol l aborate d on 
the  pro ject  w i th  arch i t ect  
S tan ford  Whi te .

Gene ra l  Wi l l i am  Te cum se h 
She rman was the speake r when  
the  corners tone was  l aid  in 
1889 .

Pres ide nt  C leve land pres ide d a t 
the  1892  unve i l i ng . 



I n De cember 1895 , Ge or ge  Pr ice die d o f the l in ger ing  e f fe cts  
o f  ma lar i a . He i s  bur ied  in  Gre en -Wood Ceme ter y.



In 1893, Rosal ie  Riley Pr ice  looked  remarkably 
young for her, at l east , 55 years .

She outl ived  George  by  28 years . She d ied in 
1923 and i s  a lso  buried at  Green-Wood 
Cemetery in Brook lyn.



Whe n Rosa l ie  R i ley arr i ved  in  Am erica  
in  1850 , the popula t ion of  B rooklyn  
was  under  97,000. 

The l a s t  Whig , Mi l l a rd  F i l lmore , was  
p re siden t .

Rosa l i e  w i tnesse d the inve nt ion o f the 
subway sy stem, the te lephone , movie s, 
au tomob i les , and  a i rp l ane s.

She  l i ved  through  the  C iv i l  War and  
the  1 s t Wor ld War.

She  saw Brook lyn  dramat ica l l y  change d 
by  the bu i ld in g o f the B rooklyn  Br idge .



ROSALIE PRICE ’S BROOKLYN, 1859



Another snippet  from 
George  Price ’s  B ible .

Rosal ie  Pri ce  ca. 1875



George  and Rosal ie  Pri ce , ca. 1880



George Price’s  well -worn, much-
travel led sea chest .
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