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A MARINER’S TALE

THE CIVIL VWAR YEARS




George and Rosalie Riley Price
were a young couple, alone in
a foreign land, but they did
have some strong support:

The Navy Yard

Faith
The Free Masons

And their love for each other.




George Price bought this
Bible in New York in 1850
before setting out on a 4-
year cruise aboard the
U.S. Coastal Survey
Schooner Morris.

THE

HoLY BIBLE,

CONTALNING THE

oLD AND NEW TESTAMENTS,

TRANSLATED OUT OF ~

THE ORIGINAL TONGUES;

AND WITH THE FORMER

TRANSLATIONS DILIGENTLY COMPARED AND REVISED.




Among the pages of George
Price’s Bible are snippets of a
love story.

“Twas not by cunning trick, Love,
Of thine, nor subtle art,
But by thy gentle words, Love,

You won my doting heart.
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Y“HOW HE WON ME.”

- Of thine, nor subtle
But by thy gentle words lova
You won my doting h )'

~_Heart-easing sympathy,
That au my life I’ve mught love, &

And only fon%ﬁn ee.

‘Looked softly on my soul,
And drew me up to thee, }ove,

As t}le magnet to tho pole.

For y'ears before we niet love

R 8 ba.de them all depa.rt

% 'Rhe sound sweetly rnx 2y
R, @‘ 'mat ere I wa‘:!s aware, love, ¢ TN
N Apart the portal swung. ETLAR IR

_— >Tis no use to repme, love, _
No use to mope and moan—

The monarch of my heart love,w' x

You reign upon its throne.

"Twas notby cnxmtngt:% love, ;

By smﬂes and thoughtrnl ca_res loVe, .

By soul tha.t from Mmeyes, wﬁf:f 5 =

‘I’d not unlocked myheart- g foL
‘Though many loudly rapped, Ieve, NEDACY S
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And a heartbreaking reminder of the loss of a beloved child.
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From 1853 — 1882, George meticulously recorded in his Bible his
marriage, the births, and sometimes deaths, of his children and
an unsuccessful attempt at adoption.




When Mary Elizabeth
Price was born April 24,
1860, the young family
was living at 30 John St.,
Brooklyn, a block from
the busy waterfront.




By February 18, 1865,
when their next child,
George Joseph Price, was
born, they had purchased a
two-story, wood-frame
home at |12 Adelphi Street
— a few steps from the
Navy Yard. They lived
there until the mid-1890s.

Image: Similar homes from
the era in the Fort Greene
neighborhood.




Like other members of
his family, George joined
the Freemasons — a
fraternal organization
designed to provide
mutual support.

Image: Freemasons’ Hall,
London - a Masonic
meeting place since |775.
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By 1853, George had spent
a lot of time at sea and had
learned the painstaking
work of surveying.

Schooners, like the Morris,
were the U.S. Navy’s
workhorses in the first half
of the 19t century before
steam engines came into
wide use.

According to his grand-
daughter, Alice Price
Morrell, George did some
of the early surveying of
the Amazon River.




1853 — 1857

In late December 1853, George
re-enlisted on the US Steamer
Corwin for another coast survey
that wrapped up at the end of

1856.

He was then ordered to join the
U.S. Topographical Survey of
New York harbor.

On the Corwin, he learned about
the Navy’s newest technology —
side-wheel gunboats.

Powered by steam, these ships
were well-suited to river work.



In the second half of 1857 he
volunteered as Third Asst. Civil
Engineer on the “U. S. Atrato
Expedition.”

The expedition explored the
Atrato River on the Isthmus of
Panama as one of the possible
routes for a canal between the
Atlantic and Pacific oceans.

The canal was built at another
site 50 years later.

He returned to New York in
May 1858.
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Not one to sit at home, George then sailed to and from
San Francisco aboard “merchantman” clipper ships.
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Back in Brooklyn, George
was assigned to U.S.S
North Carolina (center
background).

By the 1850s, the
majestic wooden
warships were being
replaced by iron-clad,
steam-driven gunboats.




Like the USS Independence at Mare Island, USS North Carolina
was used at the Brooklyn Navy Yard as a “receiving” ship.
Enlistees for major operations were stationed on board
while their skillsets, and the Navy’s needs, were sorted out.
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In late 1859, George Price signed on with the U.S. Steamer
Iroquois to protect U.S. citizens during turmoil in Italy.
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When America’s Civil War
exploded in Charleston, SC,
in April 1861, Iroquois was
was ordered to return to
Brooklyn, in George Price’s
words, “to defend the
Union,” Iroquois arrived
home on July I, 1861.

Iroquois was then ordered to
join the Caribbean Squadron
to blockade Southern
privateers in the West
Indies.

THE WAR COMMENGCED.

The First Gun Fired by Fort

Moultrie Against Fort
| - Smpp_ter. '




President Lincoln’s
Secretary of the Navy,
Gideon Welles, was
charged with
implementing the Union’s
naval strategy — the
Anaconda Plan.




COTTS CREAT SMAKE

Fuicred accanding lo ast of Congress in the year 7887 by S B EUile o Cocinnals in the Clerks 0Ffice of the District Geri of the Southers.

Devised by President
Lincoln’s first general,
Winfield Scott, the

Anaconda Plan was - f A @A AawasAsl,
designed to starve the e AN Y BZEFIIN
Confederacy by blocking _ N g IS S vy sro ATA
access to rivers and , 0y /

harbors.
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-ship Hartfc Octorora,

ola.
OUR SPECIAL ARTIST ON BOARD THE FrAG-Suir.—[SeE Pace 303.]

FLAG-OFFICER FARRAGUT'S GULF SQUADRON, AND COMMODORE PORTER'S MORTAR FLEBT.—FroyM A SKETOH BY

Richmond.

In spring 1862, Iroquois was ordered to join Flag Officer David Farragut’s
43-ship assault on New Orleans — gateway to the Mississippi River.

In the dark of night on April 24, Farragut’s Gulf Squadron attacked Fort
Jackson and Fort St. Philip and destroyed most of the Confederacy’s ships.

The following day, New Orleans surrendered.
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A DISCHARGE COF GRAPE FROM FORT JACKSON STRIKES THE DECK OF THE UNITED STATES GUNBOAT “TROQUOIS.” KILLING EIGHT AND WOUNDING SEVEN
A GUN’S CREW OF TWENTY-FIVE MEN MANNING A DAHLGREN CUN.

Froy a SKETCH 5y War Warmm




David Glasgow Farragut was widely
celebrated for the Civil War’s three
great naval victories: New Orleans,
April 1862,Vicksburg, April 1863,
and Mobile Bay, August |1864.

After his mother died, Farragut was
informally adopted by David Dixon
Porter’s family. At the age of nine,

under Commodore Porter, Farragut
served in the War of 1812.

In 1825, he was appointed a
Lieutenant in the Navy by President
James Monroe.




After his tremendous victory at New Orleans, Farragut was
named America’s first Admiral on July 16, 1862.




Sea Officers Medical Officers Engin

Flag Officer

Surgeon of the Fleet, Chief Engineer «

Surgeon of 12 years years sel
service
Captain Surgeon Chief Engineers of

than 12 years sei

Commander|f’. S s s s 3 Passed Assistant : : Ist Assistant Engi
— Surgeon

2nd Assistant Engi

Assistant Surgeon

Over the course of his

Lieutenant
career in the U.S. Navy, (as commander)
George Price was steadily Pay Officers 3rd Assistant Engi
promote d from seaman Lieutenant Paymaster of 12 years

(as executive officer) service

to, among other roles,
quarter master, Master’s
Mate, yeoman and, Haeulensd
following the Battle of
New Orleans, to officer
rank.

Paymaster

Master Assistant Paymaster

Passed Midshipman - ' Civil Officers
Chaplain|(none)

Professor of|(none)

Midshipman|(none) Mathematics
Boatswain|(none) Commodore's Secretary|(none)
Gunner|(none) Clerk|(none)
Master’'s Mate|(none)
(warrant)

Master’'s Mate|(none)
(enlisted




On September 20, 1862, Rear
Admiral Farragut promoted
George Price to Acting Gunner
on the lroquois.




To celebrate, George had his first-ever
photo taken.

Note the bars on his shoulders.
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At Cairo, IL, two great rivers merge —
the Ohio and the Mississippi.
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In the 1820s, the
French rendered
wooden warships

obsolete when they
invented naval guns
capable of firing
explosive shells.




George Price was assigned to a “monster ship.”

The New York Times described USS Lafayette as a
“vast iron-clad floating” battery. The ship was
manned by about |5 — 20 officers and 100 sailors.







On April 22, 1863, The New
York Times celebrated the
Mississippi Squadron’s
success in running the
rebel batteries at
Vicksburg.

“...the very best iron-
plated vessels we have on
the Western waters.”

| Weork at Vicksburgh.

The of disappointment that has, for
some time, existed over the supposed failure
of our army and gunboats before Vicksbargh,
was suddenly removed yesterday by the news
from the Southwest. It is announced that
on the night of Thursday last, the guon-
boatis Tuscumina, Lafayciie, Benton, Pitls-
burgh, Carondelet ard Gen. Price, with three
transports, ran the rebel batteries at Vicks-
burgh, and all went out safely below except
one transport, which was burned. |

In this list of gupboats will be recognized
some of the very best iron-plated vessels we
have on the Western waters. The Lafaycilc
and 7uscumina, in particular, are vast jiron-
clad fioating batteries, which are now sceing
about their first service on the Mississippi,




On May 3, 1863, Admiral David Porter wrote to
Gideon Welles, “...it is with great pleasure that |
report that the navy holds the door to Vicksburg.
Grand Gulf is the strongest place on the Mississippi.”




While running the “Rebel

Batteries” at Vicksburg on
the night of April 16, 1863,
George Price was injured.

He described it in simple
terms, “l received an injury
on the left wrist, caused by
the displacement of a 24-
pound gun while in action.”

In June 1864, he was given a
furlough to have his forearm
examined in New York. In
July, he rejoined the
Lafayette.
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His arm mangled by the
injury, showing the effects of
malaria, considerably aged by 1
war, George Price proudly U - .
shows off his officer’s hat S e a

with the gold braid and navy _
insignia. I e &,
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At the end of the Civil War, he
was no longer sea-worthy. In
January 1866, he secured an
appointment on the police force
of the Brooklyn Navy Yard and
served until honorably
discharged July Ist, 1881.

K

Naval Hospital, Brooklyn Navy Yard.




Four and a half years after
he was injured at Vicksburg,
Navy Yard physician, Dr.
Charles F. Giberson
removed |5 small pieces of
bone from his forearm.

Image: Operating Room at the
Brooklyn Naval Hospital.
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WEDDINGON THE HILL,

Thera was qmic a v+ assemblage of the
residents of the vwenteth AWard at the Church of the
Bacred HMeart, Cl i awont avenue, on Wednesday of last
week, 1o witness 1ho marrivge of Mr, Charles Doyle,
awell kuown resl leat of the I, to Mizs Emma M,
Frice, of Adelphi streat, The tri Te wad dressed (o the
conveuttoual sutt, with 0 nwing vall and orange wrealth,
Tho carcmony was perforine § by the Rey, John A, Mo-
Cullum, past~r of the church, After the ceremony the
party retired to the residence of the bride's parents {n
Adelphi street, where a wedding recontive wae held, |
gnd the numerous presents were exbhibited. Among
those present were the Honorable Willllam B, Lowia,
Justices Riley and Morse, Juhu Courtney, of tho Sur-
rognte's office; Jolin A, Nask, William M, Clark, Fred-
erick 1. Jenkine, Clerk to Suprrintendont Camphell;
TTugh Goodwin, Jawes Dogle, Matthiew Robb, Peler J,
Doyls, Meeara, Richard Doouey and Pat, Roouey, of
tho Olyrame Theatre, New York; Edward Noonau, Ed-
ward Shaughuegscy, Peter Marrln and olhers,

o

The years rolled along. The Brooklyn Eagle reported there was a
“large assemblage” at the house on Adelphi St. when George and
Rosalie’s oldest child, Emma, married in 1876.




By his account, he “then
secured an appointment as
Janitor of the U.S. Naval
Lyceum at the New York
Navy Yard.*

He served until discharged
August 10, 1889 for want
of funds.”

*In the 19t century, the
Brooklyn Navy Yard was
commonly referred to as the
New York Navy Yard.

Ibrarian at the Navy Yarc

carriages wore walting in front of the door,

CUHANGES AT THE YARD.

Commodore Gherndi Doclines to Seo the
MReportoer,

Affairs in the commandant's office at the
Navy Yard are still 1o an aos«itlod atnte.

Capoulliiaz, the chief clark of the late commands
ant, vislts all the deparimoats daily In soarch of
employment.

Redfleld Chandler, hia son, gave the pow commo-
dare his reslgnation yesterday, and It was promptly
acceptod. Young Chdndisr assured an Badry re-
parter only resterday that he did not want to luave,
uo it is prosimable that his resignation was not eo-
trely voluntary. [io wos not at the yard o-day and
eoild not ba found. Heary Dowosy, the colored
ype writor of the nfMice, occnpled young Chandlor's
place and Goorge Prios, the librarion of the Ly-
coum, is notlng In Downay's plnce a8 mea- ongor.
Downey bas wot besn appoluted to the vacsuoy, but
gava bo ls geddog temporarily.

Chinf Cloerk Costello is sail) at Lils desk and, It I
mieratood, will probably atay thore na ho has re-
conpidered bis rosignation.

Commaodaore Gherandl seut word to the roporiess
to-<day thal ke could not soe tham, oy there was no
pows whatover. However, It was learned the Soc-
rolary of the Navy had directol the appoiniment of
W. A, Furey as foreman lsboros o the Yards and
Docka Department In placo of Jehn Mawmilton, who
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This building housed the Navy Yard’s “Lyceum”

where George Price served as Librarian.




The Navy Yard’s Lyceum
functioned as a hearing
room and as a museum.

On January 4, 1894, the
Brooklyn Eagle reported that
the Lyceum’s naval relics had
been transferred to the

Smithsonian Institute in
Washington, D.C.

RELICS OF NAVAL VIOTORIES

'.lfranslerred te the New Mampshire Lo
Form a Nautical Musenm,

Captnin Jiller of the naval militia has so-
cured tho co-operation of the secretary of the
navy in an attempt he is making to establish a

naval museum on board the New Hampshire,
as an incontive to his amateur tars to study
the glories of the Amerinam navy in the
past. To this end and =as a nucleus
for tho proposed museum, Captain Miller
hus been granted permission to remove to the
New Hampshire a large number of captured
cannon and other naval relics whioh were left
at the navy yard years ago when the museum
was removed {rom the navy yard lyceum to
the Smithsonian institnte at Washington and
to-day he transferred the flrst consignment to his
ship. All the relics will be properly laboled
and tho task of preparing a history of each
specimen and the naval nesociations connected
with it will be assigned to the members of the
maval battalion,

=




Plagued by the injury to his
wrist, malaria, and increasing
deafness, in 1889, George
Price spent time at the
Soldiers & Sailors’ Home in
Bath, NY and applied for a
pension.

One examiner wrote,

“...his long service in the
Navy and in the Brooklyn
Navy Yard would indicate that
he was a man of good
character.”

A,

and Sailors'

.Horhe.




In 1889, work began in Brooklyn
on a monument to honor the
soldiers and sailors who served
in the Civil War.

Frederick Law Olmstead and
Calvert Vaux, designers of
Central Park, collaborated on

the project with architect
Stanford White.

General William Tecumseh
Sherman was the speaker when
the cornerstone was laid in

1 889.

President Cleveland presided at
the 1892 unveiling.
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In December 1895, George Price died of the lingering effects 8 ,
of malaria. He is buried in Green-Wood Cemetery. I S




In 1893, Rosalie Riley Price looked remarkably
young for her, at least, 55 years.

She outlived George by 28 years. She died in
1923 and is also buried at Green-Wood
Cemetery in Brooklyn.




When Rosalie Riley arrived in America
in 1850, the population of Brooklyn
was under 97,000.

The last Whig, Millard Fillmore, was
president.

Rosalie witnessed the invention of the
subway system, the telephone, movies,
automobiles, and airplanes.

She lived through the Civil War and
the [t World War.

She saw Brooklyn dramatically changed
by the building of the Brooklyn Bridge.
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ROSALIE PRICE’S BROOKLYN, 1859
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A GOOD-NIGHT,

Though the winds be high,
gh the troubled sky,

Sleep sound, dear love !
And the dark clouds drift throu
Though the rising waters foam and roar,
And mournfully howl round the tortured shore,

11l sounds from thy slumbers bé&far away,
And soft be thy dreams as a summer’s day.

Sleep sound ! Though the world be'weary with fears,
And eyes that love theea’%e sad with tears,

Yet never a sorrow break thy rest,
And never a pang shoot through thy breast—

No shadow pass o’er thy closed eyes,
But their visions be visions of Paradise.

Sleep sound, sweet love ! Till the morning’s light
Lead up a new day with its fresh delight ;

Till the welcome sun, as it mounts above,

Recall thee to duty, and peace, and love ;

To a calm existence. untouched by strife,

And the quiet round of a holy life ! C. A. L.

Another snippet from
George Price’s Bible.

Rosalie Price ca. 1875







George Price’s well-worn, much-
travelled sea chest.
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