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At the end of Paul's second mission journey which had taken him across X X 50 T e R 8 e
Turkey, to Philippi, Thessalonica, Athens and Corinth, he left his friends Priscilla Gl ‘ : -

and Aquila in Ephesus. Promising to return, Paul continued to Jerusalem and

Antioch in Syria to report to and consult with apostles and church elders. \; "’ g e = ,, . L hl;mﬁ i :
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Then, once again, the apostle set out across the Taurus mountains, through the Cilician Gates,
to visit, for the last time, the churches in Derbe, Lystra, Iconium and Antioch in Pisidia. He then
continued to Ephesus — the center of the pagan world — where he spent two years.




Ephesu

Archaeologlcal i

The path from Antioch to Ephesus -
"the highway of the gospel " — was an ancient trade route
improved by the Romans for speed of communication.




"The Empress of lonia, renowned Ephesus, famous for war and learning."

Greek Anthology IV, 20, 4.
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Founded around 10,000 B.C. by people who migrated
west from the Euphrates River, Ephesus had long been
the center for worship of the earth-goddess, Diana

(sometimes called Artemis). The city's Temple of Diana —

four times the size of the Parthenon - was built around
500 B.C., replacing an earlier temple.

A Six miles inland from the Aegean Sea, set between two

oL rivers, the imposing city sat at a natural intersection of
% | ancient roads across the mountainous interior and the

coastal trade routes. In the first century A.D., Ephesus,
a free city, was the center of the region's Roman
administration.
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Ephesus was home to the world's largest amphitheater — it
seated over 24,000. The city's prosperity was built on its
valuable harbor.

The Temple of Diana is in the distance on the right.
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In Acts 18, Luke begins his account of Paul's third mission journey by
showing us that by 52 A.D., the news of the risen Christ — the Redeemer long
promised to the Jews - had spread throughout the Mediterranean world.
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...a Jew named Apollos, an eloquent speaker who knew the 5criptures well, had arrived in

I hesus from A exandria in Eggpt. He had been taught the way of the Lorcl, and he taught %‘“
otEers about Jesus with an enthusiastic sPirit and with accuracy. [However, he knew onlg about

Jolm’s baptism. When Friscilla and Ac]uila heard him Preaching bo!&lg inthe synagogue, they took
him aside and exPlaineé the way of (God even more accuratelg‘ Acts 18:24-26
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;” Apo”os had been thinking about going to Achaia (the
e

Corinth area), and the brothers and sisters in Ephesus 1 ' . t ) . . =
encouragec! him to £0. Thcg wrote to the believers in £ 98 1 s A § b (P "
: - ) y § 5ot ‘—"“" B i il [ —
Achaia,askin them to welcome him. When he arrived RS TN S {2
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there, he Proved to be of great benefit to those w}'\o, bg
Goc}’s grace, had believed. fﬂe refuted the chs with

! ..l_A.l, 1N

Powemcul arguments in Public debate. USing the
Scripturcs, he explainecl to them that Jesus was the

" Messiah. Acts 18:27-28
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As Paul reached Ephesus, he encountered new believers,
converted by Apollos, outside the city. He asked them,

«“Iid you receive the Holg SPirit when you believed?”

“Nla,” theg re!:)liecl, “we haven’t even heard that there is a

Ho|9 Spirit.”
“T hen what baptism did you experience?’ he asked.

And theg replicd, “Thc baptism oFJohn.”

Fau] said, “John’s baptism called for rePentancc from
sin. Put John himself told the Peoplc to believe in the

one who would come later, meaning Jcsus.”

Acts 19:2-4




Then Faul went to the synagogue and Preachecl boldly for the next three months, arguing Persuasively about the
Kingdom of (Hod. But some became stubbom, rejec’cing his message and Publiclg sPeaking against the Way. So, Faul
M left the synagogue and took the believers with him. T hen he held dailg discussions at the lecture hall of Tgrannus. This

went on for the next two years, so that People throughout the Province oFAsia-—Both Jews and Grecks——hearcﬁ] the
word of the Lord. Acts 19:8~10

Bible scholars believe Tyrannus was a believer who made space available in his school and that while Paul was in Ephesus,
as he had in Corinth, Paul worked and made his home with Priscilla and Aquila who ran a sizeable tent-making business.
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The good news that Paul shared in Ephesus spread so widely that
seven churches were planted in the area—some over 100 miles away.
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By the time Paul arrived, Ephesus's harbor had begun to silt up —
eventually causingthe city's decline - and the local economy was
largely based on the Temple of Diana, magic, and dark arts.
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In Ephesus,

God gave Faul the power to PerForm
unusual miracles. WEen handkerchiefs or
aprons that had mc—:relg touched his skin
were Placed on sick People) they were
healed of their diseases, and evi spirits
were cxpe”e&

Acts 19:11-12




L

Agroup of Jews was travcling from
town to town casting out evil spirits.
Theg tried to use the name of the

| ord Jesus in theirincantation,
saging, “l command you in the name of
Jesus, whom Faul Preaches, to come
out? Seven sons of Sceva, a leacling
Priest, were cloing this. Put one time

when thcg tried it, the evil sPirit
rcpliec!, “] know Jesus, and I know

Faul, but who are you?” Then the man
with the evil sPirit leapeé on them,

overpowcred them) and attacked them
with such violence that theg fled from
the house, naked and battered.

Acts 19:13-16
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Thc story of what haP sened s

read quxcklg all
through E hesus to Jews ancl:7

Grceks ali kc

solemn Fear descended on the cntg and the name of
the Lord Jesus was great19 honored. Many who

became believers confessed their sinful Practices.

Acts 19:17-18



A number of them who had been Practicing sorcery
brought theirincantation books and burned them at a
ublic bonfire. T he value of the books was several million

dollars. 50, the message about the Lorcl spreacl wiclely
and had a PowerFul effect. Acts 19:19-20
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Disturbing reports about the church in Corinth, prompted
Paul to decide to visit the city again. He sent his assistants,
Timothy and Erastus of Corinth ahead.

Paul wrote his first letter to the Corinthians for Timothy
and Erastus to take with them. In his letter, he wrote,

] came to you in weakness and fear, and with much
trembling. M essage and m Preaching were not
with wise and Persuasive words, but with a
demonstration of the Spirit’s power, s0 that your
faith mightt not rest on men’s wisdom, but on

(God’spower. 1 (or. 2:3-5

and quoted Isaiah 64:4,

«o cye has seen, no ear has hearc!, no mind has
cdnceived what Gocl has Prepared for those who

dve him.”




By the spring of 57 A.D., so many people had become believers, the local
economy was suffering. A silversmith named Demetrius, who employed a

large workforce to manufacture idols, sparked a riot in Ephesus by declaring
that Paul was destroying the influence of Diana in the region.




Soon the whole city was filled with confusion. Evergone rushed to the
amphitheatcr, c!ragging a]ong (Gaius and Aristarchus, who were Pauls
traveling comPanions from Macedonia. Paul wanted to go in, too, but
the believers wouldmt let him. Some of the officials of the Province,
friends of Faul) also sent a message to him, begging him not to risk his
life }33 entering the amphitheater. Acts 19:29-%1
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Before leaving Ephesus, Paul called the believers together to encourage
them and say farewell. He visited the churches he had planted in
Philippi, Thessalonica and Berea and then headed to Corinth.
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While Paul was in Corinth, he wrote his lengthiest epistle. In his Letter to
the Romans, Paul cited seventy verses from fourteen of the thirty-six
books of the Old Testament to show the Romans that Jesus Christ is the
fulfillment of the Old Testament prophecies about the coming Messiah.
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From there, Paul returned to Philippi. He collected his thoughts about the troubles in Corinth, and with a sense of (T s

wil 841k

the great challenges that lay ahead, Paul wrote... el Y THM

Thermcorc, we do not lose heart. Though outwarcﬂg we are wasting away, yet inwarcﬂg we are being
renewed &ay ba clag. "orour light and momentary troubles are achicving forus an eternal g]org that
them all. So, we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on whatis unseen. [ orwhat is

far outwcighs
seen is temporary, but what is unseenis eternal. 24 (Cor. 4:16-18
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Paul then sailed for Troas where he had once had a vision of a Macedonian
calling to him to come save them. He had now made a complete circle.

On his last day in Troas, he talked with believers through the night into the
dawn — bringing them out of the darkness into the light.




...since he was lcaving the next dag, he kePt

ta”dng until miclnight. The upstairs room
where we met was lightcd with many ﬂickering
lamPs‘ As Paul spoke onand on, a young man
named Eutgchus, sitting on the winclowsi”,
became very c{rowsg. Fina“y) he fell sound
asleeP and clroPPecJ three stories to his death
below. Fau! went &own) bent over him, and
took him into his arms. “Don’t worry,” he said,
“he’s alivel” Tl‘nen t}'neg all went back uPstairs,
shared in the Lorcj’s SUPPCF, and ate
togcther. Faul continued talking to them until
clawn, and then he left. Meanw}ﬂle, the young
man was taken home alive and well, and

everyone was greatlg relieved. Acts 20:7~12




Paul was now eager to return to Jerusalem for
the Festival of Pentecost but, after sailing past
Ephesus, he decided to stop at the nearby
port, Miletus, and send for the Ephesian elders
to tell them...

« And now | am bound bg the SPiri’c to go to
Jcrus em. ] dor’t know what awaits

me £xcept that the Holy Spirit tells me in
Ay after city t%atjai] and sugering lie
Ghead. Put my life is worth nothing to me
unless | use it Fomcinishing the work assignecl
me bg the | ord Jesus—the work of te”ing
others the Gooé News about the wonderful
grace of God. Acts:20:22-24
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