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The Council of Jerusalem, 49 AD

òThis letter is from the apostles and elders, your brothers in Jerusalem. It is written to the Gentile 
believers in Antioch, Syria, and Cilicia. Greetings!

We understand that some men from here have troubled you and upset you with their teaching, but we did 
not send them!So, we decided, having come to complete agreement, to send you official representatives, 
along with our beloved Barnabas and Paul,who have risked their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. We are sending Judas and Silas to confirm what we have decided concerning your question.

For it seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us to lay no greater burden on you than these few 
requirements:You must abstain from eating food offered to idols, from consuming blood or the meat of 
strangled animals, and from sexual immorality. If you do this, you will do well. Farewell.ó

The messengers went at once to Antioch, where they called a general meeting of the believers and 
delivered the letter.And there was great joy throughout the church that day as they read this 
encouraging message. Acts 15:22-31
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After Paul and Barnabas returned to Antioch from 
the Council of Jerusalem, Paul suggested they 
revisit the churches they had planted in Galatia. 
Barnabas liked the idea and suggested they bring 
his cousin, John Mark, along again.

This led to a heated argument. They later 
reconciled. Barnabas joined Paul in Corinth (1 Cor. 
9:6) and John Mark became a valued member of 
tŀǳƭΩǎ ǘŜŀƳ ό/ƻƭΦ пΥмлΤ н ¢ƛƳΦ пΥммΤ tƘƛƭΦ мΥнпύΦ 
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The result of the argument was that Barnabas and John Mark sailed for Cyprus and Paul 
chose Silas to accompany him on his second missionary journey. Like Paul, Silas was a 
Roman citizen. Paul and Silas set off on the Roman road to Galatia via the Cilician Gates.
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On this journey, Paul brought along the letter from the apostles and 
elders in Jerusalem to verify his teachings. Silas served as a living 
testament to Paul's mission from the apostles in Jerusalem.
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At Lystra, a young man named Timothy joined Paul 
and Silas. When Paul was stoned and left for dead on 
his first visit to Lystra, Timothy, his mother Eunice, 
and his grandmother Lois, came to his aid.

Paul went first to Derbe and then to Lystra, 
where there was a young disciple named 
Timothy. His mother was a Jewish believer, 
but his father was a Greek.Timothy was well 
thought of by the believers in Lystra and 
Iconium,so Paul wanted him to join them on 
their journey. Acts 16:1 -3
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Paul tells us about the challenges he faced on his journeys... 

                                                   
During my many travels, I have been in danger from rivers, robbers, my own people, 
and foreigners. My life has been in danger in cities, in deserts, at sea, and with people 
who only pretended to be the Lord's followers. 2nd Cor. 11:26
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To offset the perils, Paul and his team may have joined caravans. 
Camels, known as "ships of the desert," are uniquely suited to 
the desert. Their padded feet walk easily on sand, and they can 
survive for days without water.
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After visiting Derbe and Lystra, they moved on to Iconium and 
Antioch in Pisidia. Then Paul decided to continue west. 

They headed towards Byzantium (today Istanbul)  - intending 
to travel through Bithynia ς but something stopped them.
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Bartolomeo Montagna
Saint Paul - c.1482

Next Paul and Silas traveled through the area 
of Phrygia and Galatia, because the Holy 
Spirit had prevented them from preaching 
the word in the province of Asia at that time.

Then coming to the borders of Mysia, they 
headed north for the province of Bithynia,
but again, the Spirit of Jesus did not allow 
them to go there.So instead, they went on 
through Mysia to the seaport of Troas. 

Acts 16:6 -8
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Troas (Troy) was an important port like Thessalonica, Corinth and Ephesus. It was an ancient 
kingdom where the beautiful Helen triggered the Trojan War celebrated in Homer's Iliad. 

In Troas, Paul had a vision.
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A man from Macedonia in 
northern Greece was standing 
there, pleading with him, òCome 
over to Macedonia and help us!ó

So, we decided to leave for 
Macedonia at once, having 
concluded that God was calling us 
to preach the Good News there.

Acts 16:9 -10

Troas, 1804
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We boarded a boat at Troas and sailed straight across to the island of Samothrace, and 
the next day we landed at Neapolis. From there we reached Philippi, a major city of that 
district of Macedonia and a Roman colony. And we stayed there several days.
Acts 16:11 - 12
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Paul, Silas, Timothy and Luke spent a few eventful days in Philippi.
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They met a business-woman named Lydia. 

On the Sabbath we went a little way 
outside the city to a riverbank, where we 
thought people would be meeting for 
prayer, and we sat down to speak with 
some women who had gathered 
there.One of them was Lydia from 
Thyatira, a merchant of expensive purple 
cloth, who worshiped God. As she 
listened to us, the Lord opened her 
heart, and she accepted what Paul was 
saying.She and her household were 
baptized, and she asked us to be her 
guests. òIf you agree that I am a true 
believer in the Lord,ó she said, òcome and 
stay at my home.ó And she urged us until 
we agreed. Acts 16:13-15
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