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Barnabas was an attractive and imposing man
once mistaken for Zeus, king of the Greek gods.

Born on Cyprus, he was unusually wedleled.
Welloff, Barnabas sold property to fund the
founding of the church in Jerusalem.

When the apostle Peter was miraculously release
from prison in Jerusalem, he fled to the home of
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At the request of the Apostles, Barnabas moved f
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Most importantly, Barnabas mentored Saul and J¢
Mark, who authored the first gospel based on the
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apostle Peter.
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Roads in the first century were
remarkably good due to the Romans
extraordinary engineering skills.

Ancient trade routes wended around
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were swift and efficient for military use.

oNo natural obstacles were permitted
to change the course of the roads. The
grade was always easy, hills were cut
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The Private Life of the Roman
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Remnants of Romahuilt gates, bridges and roads still survive. The examples above are all in Tarsus.

Roman roads made it possible for Saul and Barnabas to move around the Empire with relative ease.
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Antioch, a gateway to China and other trad
routes, was a natural center for commerce
in silk and spices.

Sixteen miles inland, the city was set on a
fertile plain and connected to the
Mediterranean Sea by the Orantes River.

A welter of cultures and languages
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largest city, after Rome and Alexandria,
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time.

Famed for its racetrack and loose ways,
Antioch was the trendy place to live in the
first century. A clever hipster in Antioch
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Antioch was the unlikely sturdy and stable
cradle of the early church.
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Jerusalem drove many to flee to Cyprus,
Lebanon and Antioch.

Now, in a remarkable turaround, the chief
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to Antioch to preach the gospel.
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the’mindset of the Pharisees and the power
of the gospel.

After finding Saul, Barnabas brought him
back to Antioch. Barnabas and Saul met
with the church in Antioch for a whole year
and taught a large group of people. The
disciples were called Christians for the first
time in the city of Antioch.

Acts 11:26
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en a severe famine swept over Judea, the
church in Antioch took up a collection.

Seasoned travelers, Barnabas and Saul, were

chosen to bring the donations to Jerusalem.
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In Jerusalem, Saul and Barnabas met with
James, Peter and John, the apostles who
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The apostles recognized and acknowledge; B Wmﬂﬂﬁfm“ﬂ ) i
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So, they shook hands with Barnabas
and me, agreeing to be our partners. It
was understood that we would work
among the people who are not Jewish,
and they would work among Jewish
people.The only thing they asked us to
do was to remember the poor, the very
thing which | was eager to do.

Galatians 2: 9-10

d

Barnabas and Saul returned to Antioch an
brought John Mark with them.
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When they returned to Antioch, Barnabas and Saul
prayed with church elders the Africans, Simeon and
Lumus from Cyrene in Libya, and Manaen a chlldhoo

for generations.

Herod the Great ordered the massacre of the mnocen
Herod Antlpas beheaded John the Baptist. Herod Agrl
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Evangelisphysician Luke, who chronicled Barnabas arfig .;f,
Saul praying with the elders in the Book of Acts, was c¢ 1{:
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In Antioch. He later joined Paul on his travels. 2
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The Holy Spirit told the elders to send Barnabas and
out as missionaries0t o do t he wor k ki
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To give themselves the best chance
success, Barnabas and Saul decideo
start in Cyprus where Barnabas had
strong ties and where there was a
community of believers.

From there, they moved on to centralf
Turkey where the Roman army had
outposts connected by good roads.
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Mark.

They sailed from Seulicia, at the mo
of the Orantes River, to Salamis, the
closest port on Cyprus.
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They focused on sharing the gospel in ports and
on major highways places where people
traveled- ensuring the message was shared 4s
widely as possible.

This 1920<%ra image illustrates the power of
communicating via hubs.
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