T HE A POSTLE

A _N él‘QTRODUCTION ™
WOR_RELL .

www.LeadefShipLives.com -

I o s " p—



In every battle you will need faith as
your shield to stop the fiery arrows
aimed at you by Satan.

And you will need the helmet of
salvation and the sword of the
Spirit Awhich is the Word of God. /

Letter to the Ephesians 6:46/
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The ApostldPaul planted and nurtured communities of
believers throughout the Roman Empire.

Like a loving parent, he wrote letters to his-farng flocks to

share the teachings of the risen Savior he had met on the
road to Damascus.
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In his first letter, the former persecutor of Christians
wrote,

| want you to know, brothers, that the gospel |
preached is not something that man made up. | did
not receive it from any man, nor was | taught it;
rather, | received it by revelation from Jesus

Christ.
Letter to Galatians 1:312

He added,

The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, selcontrol; against such things there
IS no law.

Letter to Galatians. 5:223
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When Paul heard the church, he had planted
in Corinth was struggling, he wrote to his
friends there,

p—

Love Is patient, love is kind. It does not
envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It
IS not rude, it is not sefseeking, it is not
easily angered, it keeps no record of

wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but s ——

rejoices in the truth. It always protects,
always trusts, always hopes, always
perseveres.

Love never fails.

1st Letter to Corinthians 13-4
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From prison, Paul wrote to comfort friends in
Philippi who were worried about him,

Rejoice in the Lord always; again, | will say,
rejoice. Let your reasonableness be known
to everyone. The Lord is at hand; do not

be anxious about anything, but in
everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made
known to God. And the peace of God,
which surpasses all understanding, will
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ
Jesus.

Letter to Philippians. 4:4

PAULTHEAPOSTLE
REMBRANDTA 1633
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guards at the city gates to catch me. | Aol p .

had to be lowered in a basket through

a window in the city wall to escape

from him.

o

2nd |etter to Corinthians 11:333
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Traveling from Turkey to Greece, Paul paused to
write again to beleaguered believers in Corinth...

yd

él have worked harder,
often, been whipped times without number, and

faced death again and again. Five different
times the Jewish leaders gave me thHityne
lashes. Three times | was beaten with rods.

Once | was stoned. Three times | was
shipwrecked. Once | spent a whole night and a
day adrift at sea.

2nd | etter to Corinthians 11:225

PAULTHEAPOSTLE
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Why did Paul persevere?

He teIIsvus qbout his conversign on the
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| was caught up to the third heaven
fourteen years ago. Whether | was in my : .
body or out of my body, "I' donot
only God knows. Yes, only God knows :

whether | was in my body or outside my ,ﬁ

up to paradise and heard things so
astounding that they cannot be
expressed in words, things no human is
allowed to tell.

body. But | do know that | was caught é —

z
That experience is worth boasting LA

about, Dbut | 0m not gql‘
boast only about my weaknesses.

2nd | etter to Corinthians 12:3
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Paul explains his perspective...

We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair;
persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed.

2"d |_etter to Corinthians 4:8

Therefore, we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are
being renewed day by day. For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an
eternal glory that far outweighs them all. So, we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what
IS unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.

2nd |_etter to Corinthians 4:168
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In a letter from prison to friends in Philippi, Paul
talked about his background...

| S ¢ aof the2pNdple af Israel, of the tribe
of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the
law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the
church; as to righteousness under the law,

bl amel ess. 0

Letter to the Philippians 3:6

SAINTPAUL
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Paul was born in Tarsus, near the southeast coast of Turkey
in the region known as Cilicia.

Enterprising Cilicians had created one of the Roman
OYLIANBQa Y2z2au AYLEZNUlIYUG LIEZN

They cut a path, known as the Cilician Gates, through the
Taurus mountains, forty miles north of their city, to connect
Tarsus with ancient trade routes.

The principal goods of the region were timber and the
unusually long and waterproof wool of Cilician goats that
was prized for making tents, cloaks and boots.

When Paul was jailed in a cold, damp prison in Rome, he

asked Timothy to bring him the Cilician cloak he had left in
Troas. 2 Tim 4:13.
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Industrious Cilicians dredged the local river
to open their city to the Mediterranean
Sea, sixteen miles away.
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Saul came from a family of prosperous
tentmakers.

Every Jewish child learned a trade. TFent
making provided Paul with an income

wherever he went. While his hands were
busy, his mind was free to think and talk.

Exceptionally bright, when Saul was 13, he
wag’ sent to Jerusalem to study with famed
teacher, Gamaliel, from a celebrated family
pf scholars.

The Jewish version of the Apostle's name was
Saul. In Greek or Latin his name was Paul.
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By the time Saul set out for Damascus, he was:

On the fasttrack to a spectacularly successful career
as a Pharisee a strict interpreter of Mosaic law.

Familiar with a variety of cultures from growing up in
the cosmopolitan cities of Tarsus and Jerusalem.

Fluent in three languagesGreek, the language of

Tarsus, Aramaic, a Hebrew dialect spoken by Jesus
and His followers, and Latin.

An experienced traveler.

Unusually weleducated in the Hebrew Bible. In his
letter to Romans, he cites 70 verses from 16 of the
38 books of the Old Testament.

TARSUSTURKEY1906
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Paul was a favorite subject of thetl€¢entury Dutch
painter, Rembrandt.

The Apostle is always painted with a sward short
hand way of telling an illiterate populace who the
image represents.

¢tKS a62NR NBTFSNBR (2 t
GOGKS a 2F 0 {

Paul, the Apostle
Rembrandt, ca. 1633
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Paul was born about 5 AD, to a Jewish family
who had the coveted status of being Roman
citizens.

A Roman citizen could not be scourged or
crugified and could appeal the ruling of a
provincial law court to Rome.
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Saul is first mentioned in the Bible when he watched approving
Stephen, the first Christian martyr, was stoned to death.

[ St ephends] accusers
at the feet of a young man named Saul.
Acts of the Apostles 8:58
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all the believers he could find in Jerusalemmen and
women- and had them thrown in jail.
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But Saul, still breathing threats and
murder against the disciples of the Lord,
went to the high priest and asked him for
letters to the synagogues at Damascus,
so that if he found any belonging to the
Way, men or women, he might bring ther
bound to Jerusalem.

Acts of the Apostles 9:2

Saul and his companions set out on the 200
mile, twelveday journey to Damascus. They
averaged about 16 miles a day.
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