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Over the course of thousands of years, the drawings became more sophisticated.
These images, from a cave in western Bulgaria, were created between 1,200 and 8,000 B.C




Images evolved into pictographs, and then, into letters angl
alphabets. Each letter represented a sound and, when
combined, created words that told stories.
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Mediterranean Sea

About 8,000 years ago in a region we know as the Fertile Crescent, our ancesjor
settled down for the first timp to grow crops and develop herds of goats, §hee
YR O264ad daSaz2Ll2dl YALFLE A& | DNXS|




Small communities grew up, and people began to develop pottery and librarieg.
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A tribe of people known as Israelites emerged from the Southern Levant (the Levant is the area in red).
Israelites were descendants of patriarchs, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Unlike all other cultures at the ti
worshipped only one God. To escape a famine, the Israelites fled to Egypt where they were forced into ¢
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A 13" century BC monument, documents an
Egyptian victory over the Israelites during the
reign of Merneptah, ca. 12131203 BC.

The Merneptah Stele
Ca. 12131203 BC




Around this time, the Israelites began to
document their relationship with God.

One of their earliest stories dates from the
13" century BC. The Song of the Sesle
bratesi KS GNAOSQa YANI Od
captivity in Egypt. This story was latecor-
poratedinto the Book of Exodus.

OThen Moses and t he |4
this song to the Lor (#§
Lord, for he is highly exalted. Both A R < - Loy
horse and driver he has hurled into the Rl e S S I S N e,
sea. The Lord is my strength and my R K= &&/@@"%{' @@E A

defense; he has become my salvation. He /. Re. o T R =
is my God, and | will praise him, my S
fatherds God, and |

Exod. 15:1-2
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copies, the Israelites stored over 15,000 scrolls in twelve casesme :
natural, some manmadeabout 20 miles east of Jerusalem, near the Dead ;":
Sea. For two thousand years, the scrolls with their ancient wisdom were
undisturbed. In 1946, this treasure trove was discovered by a Bedouin

shepherd, Muhammed edBhib, searching for a lost goat with his cousin.
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Dead Sea Scrolls at Qumrlm_ -
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In the 8" century BC, the prophet Isaiah
predicted the birth of a Savior.
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and the government will be on his shoulders.
And he will be called Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of
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About 10 years later, in AD 47, Saul and his mentor, Barnabas, and Jo
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