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For Sophie
ά¢ƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ǎŀȅǎΣ ΨL ǿƛƭƭ ƎǳƛŘŜ ȅƻǳ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǇŀǘƘǿŀȅ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜΦ 

L ǿƛƭƭ ŀŘǾƛǎŜ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǘŎƘ ƻǾŜǊ ȅƻǳΦΩέ tǎŀƭƳ онΥу
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50,000 years ago, our Stone Age ancestors ς in Asia, Latin America, Africa, Australia 
and Europe ς began drawing images on cave walls to preserve and share information.
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Over the course of thousands of years, the drawings became more sophisticated.
These images, from a cave in western Bulgaria, were created between 1,200 and 8,000 B.C.
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Images evolved into pictographs, and then, into letters and 
alphabets.  Each letter represented a sound and, when 

combined, created words that told stories.
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Rosetta Stone



²Ŝ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǳǎŜ άǇƛŎǘƻƎǊŀǇƘǎέ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΦ
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About 8,000 years ago in a region we know as the Fertile Crescent, our ancestors 
settled down for the first time to grow crops and develop herds of goats, sheep 
ŀƴŘ ŎƻǿǎΦ άaŜǎƻǇƻǘŀƳƛŀέ ƛǎ ŀ DǊŜŜƪ ǿƻǊŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘǿƻ ǊƛǾŜǊǎΦ 
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Small communities grew up, and people began to develop pottery and libraries.
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A tribe of people known as Israelites emerged from the Southern Levant (the Levant is the area in red). The 
Israelites were descendants of patriarchs, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Unlike all other cultures at the time, they 
worshipped only one God. To escape a famine, the Israelites fled to Egypt where they were forced into slavery. 
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A 13th century BC monument, documents an  
Egyptian victory over the Israelites during the 
reign of Merneptah, ca. 1213 ς 1203 BC.

The Merneptah Stele
Ca. 1213 ς 1203 BC
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Around this time, the Israelites began to 
document their relationship with God. 

One of their earliest stories dates from the 
13th century BC. The Song of the Sea  cele-
brates ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛōŜΩǎ ƳƛǊŀŎǳƭƻǳǎ ŜǎŎŀǇŜ ŦǊƻƳ 
captivity in Egypt. This story was later incor-
porated into the Book of Exodus.

òThen Moses and the Israelites sang 
this song to the Lord: ôI will sing to the 
Lord, for he is highly exalted. Both 
horse and driver he has hurled into the 
sea. The Lord is my strength and my 
defense; he has become my salvation. He 
is my God, and I will praise him, my 
fatherõs God, and I will exalt him.õó

Exod. 15:1 -2
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By the 6th century BC, Hebrew scribes were writing down stories, 

songs, history, laws, prophecies and wisdom that their tribe had 

passed down for generations. They wrote on scrolls made of 

parchment and papyrus. The scrolls were stored in jars. 
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Perhaps to protect their work from invading armies or to preserve worn out 
copies, the Israelites stored over 15,000 scrolls in twelve caves ς some 
natural, some manmade - about 20 miles east of Jerusalem, near the Dead 
Sea. For two thousand years, the scrolls with their ancient wisdom were 
undisturbed. In 1946, this treasure trove was discovered by a Bedouin 
shepherd, Muhammed edh-Dhib, searching for a lost goat with his cousin.
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άΩCƻǊ L ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴǎ L ƘŀǾŜ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΣΩ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜǎ ǘƘŜ 
[ƻǊŘΣ ΨǇƭŀƴǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǎǇŜǊ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ƘŀǊƳ ȅƻǳΣ 

Ǉƭŀƴǎ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ƘƻǇŜ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦΩέ 
Jeremiah 29:11
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Dead Sea Scrolls at Qumran

ά¢ƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ǎƘŜǇƘŜǊŘΤ L ǎƘŀƭƭ ƴƻǘ ǿŀƴǘΦ 
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: 
he leadeth me beside the still waters. 
IŜ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜǘƘ Ƴȅ ǎƻǳƭΦέ tǎŀƭƳ ноΥм-3
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ά[Ŝǘ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭƴŜǎǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƭŜŀǾŜ ȅƻǳΤ ōƛƴŘ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŜŎƪΣ ǿǊƛǘŜ ǘƘŜƳ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōƭŜǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘΦ 
¢ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǿƛƴ ŦŀǾƻǊ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƴŀƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƴΦέ

Proverbs 3:3-4
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Among the first scrolls discovered, and the only one almost 
intact, was the Great Scroll of Isaiah.
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In the 8th century BC, the prophet Isaiah 
predicted the birth of a Savior.

άCƻǊ ǘƻ ǳǎ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘ ƛǎ ōƻǊƴΣ ǘƻ ǳǎ ŀ ǎƻƴ ƛǎ ƎƛǾŜƴΣ 
and the government will be on his shoulders. 
And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
tŜŀŎŜΦέ LǎŀƛŀƘ фΥс bL±

тлл ȅŜŀǊǎ ƭŀǘŜǊΣ LǎŀƛŀƘΩǎ ǇǊƻǇƘŜŎȅ ǿŀǎ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭŜŘΦ
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! ŦŜǿ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎΣ ŀ IŜōǊŜǿ 
tƘŀǊƛǎŜŜ άōǊŜŀǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘǊŜŀǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƳǳǊŘŜǊέ ǎŜǘ ƻǳǘ ŦƻǊ 
Damascus to round up and imprison believers.

In sight of his destination, the Pharisee was knocked to the 
ground by a brilliant flash of light. He heard a voice asking, 
άΩ{ŀǳƭΣ {ŀǳƭΣ ǿƘȅ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǇŜǊǎŜŎǳǘŜ ƳŜΚΩ

Ψ²Ƙƻ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳΣ [ƻǊŘΚΩ {ŀǳƭ ŀǎƪŜŘΦ

ΨL ŀƳ WŜǎǳǎΣ ǿƘƻƳ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǇŜǊǎŜŎǳǘƛƴƎΣΩ ƘŜ ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘΦ Ψbƻǿ ƎŜǘ 
up and go into the city, and you will be told what you must 
ŘƻΦΩέ !Ŏǘǎ фΥр-6

Saul, who later used the Greek version of his name, Paul, 
ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ƭƛŦŜ ǘƻ ǎǇǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎǎΦ 
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About 10 years later, in AD 47, Saul and his mentor, Barnabas, and John 
aŀǊƪΣ .ŀǊƴŀōŀǎΩ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŎƻǳǎƛƴΣ ƭŜŦǘ !ƴǘƛƻŎƘΣ {ȅǊƛŀ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛƭŜŘ ŦƻǊ /ȅǇǊǳǎΦ 
¢ƘŜƛǊ Ǝƻŀƭ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜΣ ƭƻǾŜ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǾŜ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΦ 
ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘƳŜƴǘ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜǎŜΦέ aŀǊƪ мнΥом bL±
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