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The Council of Jerusalem, 49 AD

“This letter is from the aPostles and elders, your brothers in Jerusalem‘ ]t is written to the Gentile
believers in Antioch, Sﬂria, and Cilicia. Greetingsl

We understand that some men from here have troubled you and upset you with their teaching, but we did
not send them! 50, we decided, having come to completc agreement, to send you official rePresentatives,
along with our beloved Bamabas and Faul, who have risked theirlives for the name of our| ord Jesus
Christ'\We are senc}ing Judas and Silas to confirm what we have decided concerning 9ourqucstion.

For it seemed gooc! to the Holg Spirit and to us to lag no greater burden on you than these few
requiremcn’cs; You must abstain from eating food offered toidols, from consuming blood or the meat of

strar:glecﬂ animals) and from sexual immoralitg. l}cgou do this, you will do well. Farewe”.”
The messengers went at once to Antioch, where theg called a general meeting of the believers and

delivered the letter. And there was grcatjog throughout the church that clag as they read this
encouraging message. Acts 15:22~-31

www.LeadershipLives.com



After Paul and Barnabas returned to Antioch from
the Council of Jerusalem, Paul suggested they
revisit the churches they had planted in Galatia.

Barnabas liked the idea and suggested they bring
his cousin, John Mark, along again.

This led to a heated argument. They later
reconciled. Barnabas joined Paul in Corinth (1 Co
9:6) and John Mark became a valued member of
Paul’s team (Col. 4:10; 2 Tim. 4:11; Phil. 1:24).




The result of the argument was that Barnabas and John Mark sailed for Cyprus and Paul
chose Silas to accompany him on his second missionary journey. Like Paul, Silas was a
Roman citizen. Paul and Silas set off on the Roman road to Galatia via the Cilician Gates.




On this journey, Paul brought along the letter from the apostles and
elders in Jerusalem to verify his teachings. Silas served as a living
testament to Paul's mission from the apostles in Jerusalem.

lconium, 19t c.
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At Lystra, a young man named Timothy joined Paul

and Silas. When Paul was stoned and left for dead on _F‘K\,«‘ — _
his first visit to Lystra, Timothy, his mother Eunice, *{L b Yo e omg
and his grandmother Lois, came to his aid. SN L

Faul went first to Derbe and then to Lgstra,

where there was a youneg disciple named
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Paul tells us about the challenges he faced on his journeys...

During my many travcls, | have beenin &angemcrom rivers, robbers, my own People,
and Foreigners. Mg life has beenin clanger in cities, in deserts, at sea, and with People

who onlg Pretcn&ec} to be the Lorc}‘s followers. 2nd Cor. 11:26
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After visiting Derbe and Lystra, they moved on to Iconium and
Antioch in Pisidia. Then Paul decided to continue west.

They headed towards Byzantium (today Istanbul) - intending
1 to travel through Bithynia — but something stopped them.
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Next Faul and Silas traveled through the area
of Fhrggia and Ga]atia) because the Ho]g
Spirit had Prcvcntecl them from Preaching

the word in the Provim:e of Asia at that time.

Then coming to the borders of Mgsia, theg
headed north for the Province of Bit%gmia)
but again, the Spirit of Jesus did not allow
them to g0 there. So instead, theg went on
tl'lrouglﬂ Mgsia to the seaport of T roas.

Acts 16:6-8
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Troas (Troy) was an important port like Thessalonica, Corinth and Ephesus. It was an ancient
kingdom where the beautiful Helen triggered the Trojan War celebrated in Homer's Iliad.




A man from Macedonia in

northern (ireece was standing
there, Plea&ing with him, “C ome

over to Macedonia and help us!”

So, we decided to leave for

Macedonia at once, havin
concluded that God was ca”ing us
to Preach the Goo& News there.

Acts 16:9-10
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We boarded a boat at | roas and sailed straight across to the island of Samothrace, and
the next clay we landed at Ncapolis. I"rom there we reached Fhilippi, a major city of that
district of Macedonia and a Roman colong. And we staged there several dags.

Acts 16:11 12







They met a business-woman named Lydia.

On the 5abbath we went a little way
outside the cty to a riverba nk, where we
thought People would be meeting for
prayer, and we sat down to 5Peai< with

some women who had gatherecl
there. One of them was Lgdia from
Thgatira) a merchant of expcnsivc Purplc

cloth, who worshipcc} (God. As she
listened to us, the | ord oPcnccl her
}':eart, and she accepted what Faul was
saying, She and her household were
baptizec}, and she asked us to be her
guests. “]xcgou agree that l am a true
believerin the Lorcl,” she said, “come and
stay at my home.” And she urgec} us until
ced. Acts 16:13-15
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Lydia and her household were Paul's
first converts to Christianity in Europe.
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Years later, from a prison in Rome, Paul wrote to

thank the Philippians for their exceptional
generosity...
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lt was good oFgou to help me when ] was
having such a hard time. My friends at Fhili 1,
Y PP
you remember what it was like when ] started
reaching the good news in Macedonia. Apcer
left there, you were the onlg church that

became my partner by giving blessings and bg
receiving them in return. I ven when ] was in
T hessalonica, you helped me more than once.

Phil414 -~ 16
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One day as we were going down to
the Place of prayer, we met a slave
girl who had a sPirit that enabled her
to tell the future. She earned a lot
of money for her masters bg te”ing
fortunes. 5}16 followed Faul and
the rest of us, shouting, “These men
are servants of the Most Hig}':
God, and theg have come to tell you

how to be saved.” p TNk o BN T R S ST e : *q*,&?

This went on &ag after &ag until
Faul gotso exaspcrated that he
turned and said to the demon within
her, “] command you in the name of
Jesus Christ to come out of her.”
And instant]g it left her. Acts
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Her masters’ hopes of wealth were now shatterec}, Ye) thcg grabbecl Fau] and 551215 and clraggec! them before

he authorities at the mari«étplacc “T he whole city isinan uproar because of these Jews!” thcg shouted to oS-

LTI

'
¢ 0t

he city officials. “Theg are teaching customs that are i"egal forus Romans to Practice.” "l“....‘\,“,_,.f )

A mob quicklg formed against Faul and Silas, and the city officials ordered them striPPeé and beaten with
wooden rods. Theg were severelg beaten, and then theg were thrown into Prison. Thejailer was ordered to
make sure theg didn’t escape. SHo thcjai]er put them into the inner dungeon and c]ampecl theirfeet in the
stocks. Acts 16:19-24
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Around mic!night FPaul and Silas were Praging and singing hgmns to (1od, and the other Prisoners were
listcning. Su&clcnly, there was a massive carthquake, and the Prison was shaken to its foundations. A”
the doors immec!iatelg flew open, and the chains of ever Prisoner fell off1 Thcjailer woke up to see the
Erison doors wide open. [le assumed the Prisoners ha escaped, 50 he drew his sword to kill

imself. Put Faul shouted to him) “Stopl Donr’t kil 9oursellci We are all herel

Thejailer called for 1ight5 and ran to the clungeon and fell down trembling before Faul and Silas. Then
he brouglﬂt them out and askecl, “Sirs, what must ] do to be saved?” Acts 16:25-30




Thcg replicd, “Believe in the | ord Jesus and you will be saved, along with

everyone in your household.” And thcg shared the word of the | ord with him and
with all who [?ve& in his household.

I venat that hour of the nig}'xt, thejailer cared for them and washed their wounds.
Thcn he and everyone in his household were immcdiatclg baptizecl.

[He brought them into his house and set a meal before them, and he and his entire
houseko% rejoiccc! because tkcg all believed in (Hod.

The next morning the city officials sent the Police to tell ’chejailer, “| et those men
o So, thejailer told Paul, “T he city officials have said you and Silas are free to
eave. (10 in peace.” Acts 16:31-%6



But, as a Roman citizen, Paul demanded a public apology from city officials. He and Silas
returned to Lydia's house to recover and to continue to encourage believers. Then they
set off on the Via Egnatia for Greece's second largest port, Thessalonica, 100 miles west.




‘ Faul and Silas then traveled through the towns of Amphipolis and Apo”onia and came to
Thessalonica, where there was a Jewish synagogue. — =
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As was Faul’s custom, he went to the
synagogue service, and for three
Sabbathsin arow, used the
Scriptures to reason with the
Peoplc He explaincd the Prophccies
and Provecl that the Messiah must
suffer and rise from the dead. [ e
said, “This Jesus, Pm te”ingyou
about is the Messiah.”

Ancl some of them were Persuadec!
and threw in their lot with Faul and
Silas, aswell as both a large

complément of Greek worshiPPers
an& not a {:CW o1C the most Promincnt

women.

Acts 17:1-4




Following a now familiar pattern, some people were jealous and organized troublemakers to form a mob and start a
riot. They attacked the home where Paul and Silas were staying.

That very night the believers sent Faul and Silas to Derea. When t}wég arrived there, theg went to the
Jewish synagogue. And the eople of Perea were more ogamminéecl than those in Thessalonica,
and theg listened eagerlg to ffaul’s message. Theg searched the Scriptures dag after dag to see if
Faul and Silas were teaching the truth. As a resu]t, many Jews bclievecl, as did many of the Prominent

GY‘CC women ancl men.

Ut when some Jews in T hessalonica learned that Paul was Preaching the word of (God in Perea,
ey went there and stirred up trouble. T}wc believers acted at once, sending Faul on to the coast,

while 51’!85 and Timothg remained behind.

T hose escorting FPaul went with him all the way to Athens; then theg returned to Perea with
instructions for Silas and Timothg to Eurrg andjoin him.

Acts 17:10-15
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While Faul was waiting forthem in Athens, he was deeplg troubled }39 all the
idols he saw everywhere inthe city. fﬂe went to the synagogue to reason with

the Jews and the Goc]»-xcearing Gentiles, and he spoke dail9 in the Public
square to all who happenec} to be there. Acts 17:16-17




Theg brought Faul before a council called the Areopagus, and said, “TC” us what your new teaching Is

all about. \/\/e have heard you say some strange things, and we want to know what you mean.”

More than angthing else the Pcople of Athens and the {:orcigners living there loved to hear and to talk
about angthing new. Acts 17:19-21
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And Paul said,

This (God made the world and
everything init. [ 1eis | ord of heaven
and ear’ch, and he doesn't live in
temples built bg human hands.

He doesn't need help from anyone.
He gives life, brea’ch, and evcrgthing

else to all Peop]e.
From one person God made all

nations who live on earth, and he
decided when and where every nation

would be.

Acts 17:24-26
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When Faul left the council
mceting, some of the men
put their faith in the | ord
and went with Paul. One of
them was a council member
named Dionysius. A

woman named Damaris and

several others also Put their

faith in the | ord.
Acts 17:3%-34

Then Faul left Athens and
went to (_orinth. Acts 18:1
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Fifty miles west of Athens, Corinth was strategically situated on a 5-mile land
bridge between two ports and the northern and southern regions of
Greece. The city was a thriving center of commercial success and influence.
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One night the | ord sPoke to Faul in avision and told him, “Don't be afraid! Speak out!

Don’t be silent! For] am with you, and no one will attack and harm you, for many PCOPIC in

this city bclong to me.” So, [aul stagcd there for the next year and a half, teaching the word
of (God. Acts 18:9-1 1
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In Corinth, Paul met fellow tentmakers, Aquila and Priscilla,
who had recently arrived in Corinth from Rome. For a year
and a half, they lived together and worked together.

Each Sa})batlﬁ found Faul at the syhagogue,
trying to convince the Jews and (Greeks alike. And
aé’:er Silas and Timothg came down from
Macedonia, Faul spent all his time Prcaching the
word. [Je testified to the Jews that Jesus was the
Messiah. But when theg oPPose& and insulted him,
FPaul shook the dust from his clothes and said,
“Your blood is UpOn Your own heads—| am innocent.

]:rom NOwW on ] will g0 Preach to the Gentilcs.”

Acts 18:4-6




From Corinth, Paul wrote letters of encourage-
ment to the new believers in Thessalonica.

--you have becomc an exam!:)]c to a” the

believers in Greece‘-—throughout both
Macedonia and Achaia.

And now the word of the | ordis rnging
out from you to People cvergwhcre, even
begon& Macedonia and Achaia, for
wherever we go we find peo le te”ing us
about 9ourFaith in (God. We dor’t need
to tell them about it, for thcg kcep ta”dng
about the wonderful welcome you gave us
and how you turned away from idols to

serve the living and true (God. 1 Thess.
1:7-9
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Paul finally said good-bye to the brothers and sisters in Corinth and went to the nearby port of
Cenchrea.

Thcre he shaved his head accorc!ing to Jewis}‘l custom, marking the end of a vow.
T hen he set sail for Sgria, taking Priscilla and Aquila with him. Acts 18:18

'* % 3 3 ~ v: 't :' . RS . L y:-’-’ '\; ,-,_b,’_:‘;v "n'.'/‘{"‘ \"-,‘-..'?;.'.?.-,‘.'-,'.,_i\: ".. -
AR — U R T TR A 'ts’.?:%"-‘.‘;.‘}‘gsr'f‘-';?l\’iﬁ 3 % ¥
3 . \ ’ | v 3 . SR ) * A "y ¥
A\ \ 2 _\_.t‘_ L7k T A (:’,,.‘r-f‘ AL )

- “\ '

£
ik




L
. : -‘".*Hc‘”‘

Theg stopped first at the port of E_Phesus, where Faul left the others behind. Acts 18:19

Paul promised to return and two years later, he did.
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Points to Ponder about Paul's Second Journey

Did Barnabas and John Mark return to Cyprus to deliver a copy of Mark’s gospel to Sergius
Paulus who had sparked Mark’s project by asking thoughtful questions?

How did the Spirit “prevent” Paul and his companions from going to Bithynia? Could it have
been an earthquake?

Why might the Spirit have prevented Paul and his companions from going to Byzantium /
Constantinople / Istanbul? (3 names for the same place).

The squabble between Paul and Barnabas demonstrates that Paul was a human being with
flaws — he had a temper. He also vastly underestimated the value of what John Mark did -
recording Peter’s eyewitness accounts of Jesus. What can we learn from that?

Paul was adamant that they needed a team of three people for these missions. Why do you
think that was?
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