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On December 26, 1824, George Pr ice was born in 
Shoreditch in the east  end of  London.
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For hundreds , 
perhaps even 
thousands of  years , 
the Pr ice fami ly  
l ived , in  London’s  
east  end - Hackney, 
Bethnal  Green, 
Stepney and 
Shoreditch .
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In  Apri l  1825, George 
was bapt ized at  St . 
Leonard’s  Shoreditch 
– often referred to 
s imply as  Shoreditch 
Church.
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The current bui ld ing dates from 1740 but there has 
been a church on th is  s i te  s ince the 12th century.

St . Leonard’s  i s  associated with Tudor-era 
(Shakespearean)  actors  who l ived in the area . . 
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George was h is  
father ’s  15th chi ld ; 
h is  mother’s  7th .

Danie l  and Sarah 
added two more 
chi ldren to the ir  
brood af ter 
George .
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In  1841 , 16-year-
o ld  George  was  
l i v ing  w i th  h i s  
f ami ly  on Hackney 
Road in  Bethna l  
Green .

I m a g e : H a c k n e y, 1 8 4 0
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Thanks to the 
Industr ia l  Revolut ion, 
the populat ion of  
Shoreditch exploded –
from 44, 000 in 1811 
to 83,000 in 1841.

Hackney was no 
longer the quiet , 
bucol ic  community i t  
had once been.
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Like two older ha l f -
brothers , George 
chose a career at  sea . 

As an apprent ice in 
the merchant navy, he 
sa i led around the 
world twice .

I m a g e : L o n d o n , 1 8 4 0
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Records  at  the  Nat iona l  
Arch ives , i nd icate  that  in  
1848 , George  Pr i ce  le f t  the  
Br i t i sh  merchant  navy  to 
f i ght  in  the  Mex ican-
Amer ican  War. 

In  the  merchant  navy, a  
crewmember cou ld  leave  at  
any  por t .

By  1848 , twenty- three  –
year-o ld  George  was  a  
seasoned sa i lor.

I m a g e : A m e r i c a n  b a t t l e s h i p s  o f f  
t h e  c o a s t  o f  C a l i f o r n i a .
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Commodore Matthew C . 
Perr y was commander of  
the U.S . Navy in Mexico. 

He had been commandant 
of  the Brooklyn Navy Yard. 

Perr y was interested in 
educat ing of f icers  and 
deve loping an e f fect ive 
apprent iceship system.
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Thanks to h is  st int  in  the Mexican-American War, George now had 
connect ions at  the Brooklyn Navy Yard. He headed to New York.
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In  1801, the U.S . Navy acquired a 40-acre 
sh ipyard on the East  R iver from its  owners .
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Over time, the site was added to and grew into America’s premier naval 
facility. Today it is known as the Brooklyn Navy Yard.
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1857 v iew of  the hospita l  at  the Navy Yard.
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Brook lyn  Navy  
Yard , 1870
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By 1905 , the  Brook lyn  
Navy  Yard employed 
over  2000 peop le .

Dur ing  WWII , 75 ,000 
peop le  worked at  the  
Navy  Yard .

I m a g e : C o m m a n d a n t ’s  
H o u s e , B ro o k l y n  N av y  Ya rd
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Wood had to be dr ied for years  before i t  could be mi l led into p lanks .

The need to dry t imber was the just i f icat ion for the 1801 purchase of  the 
f i rst  40 acres . Eventual ly  the Yard covered 356 acres , a lmost a square mi le .

THE NAVYYARD’S FAMED “TIMBER SHED.”
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1904 PLAN OF THE NAVY YARD
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In  January 1850, George 
s igned on for a lengthy 
miss ion aboard, USCS 
Morr i s , to survey the gu l f  
coast .

Pres ident Je f ferson  
in i t iated the Survey of  
America ’s  coast l ine  in  
1807. 

The of f ice of  coast  survey 
is  one of  America ’s  oldest  
sc ient i f ic  organizat ions .

George arr ived in New York 
from Pensacola , F lor ida on 
October 24, 1853. 
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Within weeks , or perhaps days , of  arr iv ing 
in Brooklyn, George met Rosal ie  R i ley. 

www.LeadershipLives.com



Rosa l i e  R i l ey  was  born in  Drumlane , County  Cavan , I re l and .

When Rosa l i e  was  12 , i n  1850 , her  f ami ly  sent  her  to Amer ica  w i th  
f r iends  to escape the  f amine that  was  ravag ing  I re l and .
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Drumlane , Co. Cavan, Ire land
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County Cavan, Ire land
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The R i ley  c l an  had l i ved in  
Co. Cavan for  hundreds  –
perhaps  thousands  - o f  
years .

I m a g e : R u i n s  o f  D r u m l a n e  P r i o r y  
w i t h  m e g a l i t h i c  t owe r.
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Perhaps  because  o f  the  t raumat i c  upheava l  i n  
her  ear ly  l i fe , Rosa l i e  never  seemed to  be  sure  

o f  her  exac t  name or  o f  how o ld  she  was…

1850 Census  - Rosanna  R i l ey  (12 )
1853  Marr i age  Cer t i f i c a te  - Rosa l i e  R i l ey  (18 )

1860  Census  - Rosana  Pr i ce  (23 )  
1870  Census  - Rose l l a  Pr i ce  (33 )

1880  Census  - Rosa l l i a  Pr i ce  (42 )
1910  Census  - Rose l l a  Pr i ce  (70 )
1915  Census  - Rosa l i a  Pr i ce  (80 )
1920  Census  - Rose l l a  Pr i ce  (86 )  

1923  Death  Cer t i f i c a te  - Rosa l i a  Pr i ce  (83 )
Ob i tuar y  Not i ce  - Rosa l i a  Pr i ce  (83 )
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After  a  wh i r lw ind 
cour tsh ip  o f  - a t  most  -
s ix  weeks , George  and 
Rosa l i e  took the  ferr y  to 
Manhat tan  to be  marr ied 
at  the  F i rs t  Mar iners  
Methodi s t -Ep i scopa l  
Church on Cherr y  S treet .

I m a g e : F e r r y  L a n d i n g , 1 8 5 7
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Cherr y  S treet , New York , 1860
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First  Mariners  
Methodist-Episcopal  
Church on Cherry 
Street , Manhattan , 
estab l i shed 1844. 
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The newlyweds sett led in 
Vinegar Hi l l , outs ide the 
main Gate of  the Navy Yard.

George rapid ly  went back to 
work, aboard the USCS 
Corwin , sur vey ing America ’s  
harbors and coast l ine .
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Main  entrance to the  Navy  Yard – Sands  S t . a t  Navy  St . , 1904 .
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Navy Street  look ing  towards  the  Navy  Yard .
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Admira ls ’  Row on F lushing Avenue .
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END PART 1

PART I I  FO CUSES O N GEO RGE PR ICE ’ S C IV IL WAR YEARS
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