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At the end of Paul's second mission journey which had taken him across } MR

Turkey, to Philippi, Thessalonica, Athens and Corinth, he left his friends P

and Aquila in Ephesus. Promising to return, Paul continued to Jerusalem §gd=""+/& = o L 7z,
Antioch in Syria to report to and consult with apostles and church elders. ; ' N ——— |
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Then, once again, the apostle set out across the Taurus mountains, through the Cilician
to visit, for the last time, the churches in Derbe, Lystra, Iconium and Antioch in Pisidia. H
continued to Ephesusthe center of the pagan world where he spent two years.
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Archaeologlcal i

The path from Antioch to Ephesus
"the highway of the gospel¢ was an ancient trade routs . ,
improved by the Romans for speed of communicatio " i' KWOiC LT e
b [ ,&yﬁ@ Napa
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"The Empress of lonia, renowned Ephesus, famous for war and learning."

Greek Anthology, 20, 4.
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Founded around 10,000 B.C. by people who migrate 7;; ?‘;(;f.u
west from the Euphrates River, Ephesus had long be¢# Z
the center for worship of the eartigoddess, Diana ; :
(sometimes called Artemis). The city's Temple of D@ i
four times the size of the Parthenerwas built around e
491 500 B.C., replacing an earlier temple. i
7.7] Six miles inland from the Aegean Sea, set between t f
#H rivers, the imposing city sat at a natural intersection o BN
M“ ancient roads across the mountainous interior and th ;
# coastal trade routes. In the first century A.D., Ephesu
a free city, was the center of the region's Roman

administration.
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Ephesus was home to the world's largest amphitheatdr
seated over 24,000. The city's prosperity was built on its
valuable harbor.

The Temple of Diana is in the distance on the right.
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...a Jew named Apollos, an eloquent speaker who knew the Scriptures well, had arrived in
Ephesus from Alexandria in Egypt. He had been taught the way of the Lord, and he taught
others about Jesus with an enthusiastic spirégnd with accuracy. However, he knew only about
Johnos Whep Priscilarand Aquila heard him preaching boldly in the synagogue, they t
him aside and explained the way of God even more accurately. Acts 18286}




Apollos had been thinking about going to Achaigthe

Corinth area)and the brothers and sisters in Ephesus [ (V"4 a....,{ ,-(.ﬂw,‘ ;L.. A A3 ,Wx"" ]5:

, d encouraged him to go. They wrote to the believers in | "' s T gt el For ‘!n

.'_.,;"-‘.' il Achaia, asking them to welcome him. When he arrived | ‘mmw{, ”“”p;' l ﬂl””l’\“””l'.u|||l||l|' llll "“m ’.,‘, WMHW}I*"‘-
g there, he proved to be of great benefit to those who, b USIIINIER i 10100040010 0010t s LSRRV 3 |13 11174 (13 Moo i

GodoOos gr ace, had beli eve refuted t he Je wonm

powerful arguments in public debate. Using the
Scriptures, he explained to them that Jesus was the

Messiah. Acts 18:27-28 — m.sm
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As Paul reached Ephesus, he encountered new believ
converted by Apollos, outside the city. He asked them,

oDid you receive the Hol

ONo, 6 they replied, owe
Holy Spirit. o

oOoThen what baptism did vy
And they replied, o0The b

Paul said, o0Johnds bapt.
sin. But John himself told the people to believe in the
one who would come | ater
Acts 19:2 -4
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| left the synagogue and took the believers with him. Then he held daily discussions at the lecture hall of Tyrannus. g

went on for the next two years, so that people throughout the province of Asiaoth Jews and Greeksi heard the
word of the Lord. Acts 19:8-10

Bible scholars believe Tyrannus was a believer who made space available in his school and that while Paul was in
as he had in Corinth, Paul worked and made his home with Priscilla and Aquila who ran a sizeabbkiegtbusiness.
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By the time Paul arrived, Ephesus's harbor had begun to sdt u i
eventually causing the city's declinand the local economy waJas
largely based on the Temple of Diana, magic, and dark arts.




In Ephesus,

God gave Paul the power to perform
unusual miraclesVhen handkerchiefs or
aprons that had merely touched his skin
were placed on sick people, they were
healed of their diseases, and evil spirits
were expelled.

Acts 19:11-12
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A group of Jews was traveling from g_‘;ﬂ

N

town to town casting out evil spirits.
They tried to use the name of the &8
Lord Jesus in their incantation, , '
saying, Ol commanjdy
Jesus, whom Paul preaches, to come}l
0 U tSévén sons of Sceva, a leading
priest, were doing thisBut one time
when they tried it, the evil spirit
replied, o | k now
Paul , but wWHewmtheamarclf @
with the evil spirit leaped on them,
overpowered them, and attacked the
with such violence that they fled from
the house, naked and battered.

Acts 19:13 -16




The story of what happened spread quickly all
through Ephesus, to Jews and Greeks alike. A
solemn fear descended on the city, and the name of
the Lord Jesus was greatly honored.Many who
became believers confessed their sinful practices.
Acts 19:17 -18




dollars. So, the message about the Lord spread widely A% =
and had a powerful effect. Acts 19:1920 W\ \ e PR s www.LeadershipLives.com




Disturbing reports about the church in Corinth, prompted
Paul to decide to visit the city again. He sent his assistants
Timothy and Erastus of Corinth ahead.

Paul wrote his first letter to the Corinthians for Timothy
and Erastus to take with them. In his letter, he wrote,

| came to you in weakness and fear, and with much
trembling. My message and my preaching were not
with wise and persuasive words, but with a

demonstration of the Sp
fait mi ght not rest on
Godobs power5 1 Cor. 2: 3

and duoted Isaiah 64:4,

Ng eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has
conceived what God has prepared for those who
ove him. o




